THE  COIN  COLLECTOR’S  JOURNAL 

FOUNDED  BY  JOHN  W.  SCOTT  IN  1875 
Published  by  WAYTE  RAYMOND,  INC. 

175  Varick  Street,  New  York  14,  N.  Y. 

Subscription  Office:  P.  O.  Box  431,  Mineola,  N.  Y. 

Copyright,  1953,  by  Wayte  Raymond,  Inc. 

WAYTE  RAYMOND,  Editor 

All  subscriptions  begin  with  the  issue  current  when  subscription  is  received.  Each  issue  is 
now  a complete  monograph  by  itself,  having  a separate  sales  value  as  each  title  is  released  and 
the  price  announced.  Subscribers  will  receive  all  six  issues  for  the  very  low  subscription  rate  of 
$3.00  per  year.  Back  copies  of  individual  issues  may  be  purchased  at  their  regular  price.  The  titles 
published  during  1952  will  be  found  listed  on  the  back  cover. 

Subscription  Price,  #3.00  per  Year  in  U.S.A.  & Canada 


Vol.  20,  No.  2 6?  3 New  York,  March'April,  May-June,  1953  Whole  Nos.  148-149 


FOREWORD 


The  following  compilation  is  the  first  recorded  attempt  to  bring 
together  between  two  covers  all  verifiable  data  concerning  the  early  ( 1817- 
1857)  proof  coins  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint.  Reliable  information  on  later' 
dated  proofs,  restrikes  and  branch'mint  proofs  can  be  found  in  the  1953 
Standard  Catalogue,  and  for  this  reason  little  attention  has  been  given 
them  here  except  for  the  hitherto  unpublished  restrikes  of  the  18^3  and 
1875  three'dollar  gold  pieces.  Accordingly,  the  major  emphasis  is  on  the 
surviving  historical  data  covering  early  proofs  and  proof  sets,  on  the  known 
die  varieties  and  rarity  of  these  proofs,  and  on  the  evidence  for  the  coinage 
figures  on  1874'89  proofs  (in  the  1953  Standard  Catalogue)  differing 
markedly  from  the  quantities  reported  by  the  Director  of  the  Mint.  The 
most  notable  single  item  among  the  preceding  is  the  tabulation  of  die 
varieties  of  all  the  1817T857  proofs  so  far  seen,  from  halficents  to  double 
eagles,  with  rarity  ratings  on  the  Sheldon  scale  assigned  to  each  die  variety. 
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I.  SILVER  AND  MINOR  PROOFS 

Although  true  proofs  were  first  issued  in  1817  at  Philadelphia,  the  forming  of 
complete  sets  of  them  for  sale  or  presentation  seems  to  have  been  only  a much  later 
addition  to  Mint  practices.  Though  J.  J.  Mickley  had  proofs  arranged  in  sets  inconv 
pletely  for  almost  every  year  1827-67,  it  is  improbable  that  he  got  them  thus  from 
the  Mint — he  lacked  examples  in  some  years  where  proof  sets  were  certainly  made. 
More  likely  Mickley  obtained  the  coins  from  other  collectors,  and  the  “sets"  offered 
of  the  years  1 8 1 7- 3 3 are  made-up  ones,  not  so  issued  from  the  Mint.  I know  only 
a very  few  references  before  1 8 T 4 to  “presentation  sets”  of  proofs,  though  individual 
coins  of  that  kind — especially  first  issues — were  often  mentioned  as  being  made  as 
samples  for  presentation  to  the  President,  Cabinet  officers  and  congressmen  (not  to 
speak  of  visiting  politicians  of  other  categories  foreign  and  domestic),  especially  when 
the  Director  was  trying  to  get  the  recipients  of  the  pieces  to  approve  the  new  coinages. 
Thus  we  have  the  fifteen  proofs  of  the  1834  three-dollar  piece,  struck  for  the  purpose 
just  named  about  a week  before  the  design  was  finally  approved;  naturally  these  coins 
are  not  included  in  coinage  totals. 

Anyway,  the  earliest  record  extant  or  reported  about  a proof  set  is  the  letter  (which 
remains  in  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  on  extended  loan  from  the  National  Archives) 
of  November  11,  1834  from  Secretary  of  State  John  Forsyth  to  Dr.  Samuel  Moore, 
Director  of  the  Mint.  This  document  ordered  “two  complete  sets  of  coins  of  the 
United  States  in  cases,  to  be  presented  to  the  King  of  Siam  and  the  Sultan  of  Muscatine.” 
It  described  what  was  to  go  into  the  cases  (presumably  everything  from  the  half 
eagle  to  the  half  cent)  and  specified  what  the  cases  should  look  like.  As  the  Mint 
was  not  open  to  visitors,  I did  not  get  to  examine  the  letter;  but  for  much  of  the 
above  information,  including  the  whereabouts  of  the  letter,  I am  indebted  to  R.  H. 
Williamson,  who  found  it  out  from  official  sources.  In  the  Archives  is  another  letter 
giving  some  additional  information: 


Department  of  State 
Washington  City 
December  2d  1834 
Sir 

As  the  object  of  the  Department  in  procuring  the  boxes  for  containing  the 
coins  intended  to  be  sent  as  presents  to  Siam  and  Muscat  is  not  only  to  preserve 
them  from  being  soiled,  but  to  show  them  to  the  greater  advantage,  the  color  of 
the  interior  lining  and  the  form  of  construction  are  left  to  your  discretion.  It  is  also 
thought  best  upon  reflection,  that  the  whole  of  the  work  which  is  designed  to  be  done 
upon  the  caskets  should  be  executed  at  Philadelphia.  After  they  have  been  prepared, 
therefore,  in  the  way  directed  by  a former  letter  from  the  Department,  (Evidently  that 
of  Nov.  1 1,  1834  above  referred  to — W.B.)  you  will  please  to  have  them  decorated 
on  the  exterior  with  some  suitable  device  in  gilding  displaying  the  national  emblems, 
the  Eagle,  stars,  &c.,  in  such  manner  as  may  be  agreeable  to  your  taste,  or  that  of  the 
artist  employed.  For  the  additional  expense  thus  incurred,  which  it  is  presumed  will 
not  be  considerable,  you  will  be  at  liberty  also  to  draw  on  the  Department.  If  the 
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articles  are  received  here  by  the  20th  of  December,  they  will  be  in  time  to  answer  the 
purpose  tor  which  they  are  designed. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Very  Resp. 

John  Forsyth. 

To  Doct  Samuel  Moore 
Director  ot  the  Mint 

Evidently  the  order  was  fulfilled  in  due  time,  as  on  the  following  March  31,  the 
same  John  Forsyth  ordered  "two  more  sets  of  coins  of  the  United  States  in  Caskets, 
similar  to  those  already  prepared  for  this  Department"  to  be  delivered  to  one  Edmund 
Roberts,  under  cover  of  the  Collector  of  Customs,  per  U.  S.  Sloop  of  War  Peacoc\, 
due  to  sail  on  or  about  April  10,  1835.  This  letter  and  the  foregoing  are  in  Special 
Folders  Nos.  1 and  3 (containing  documents  abstracted  from  other  files  by  a WPA 
project),  R.G.  104,  Treasury  Section,  National  Archives,  Washington. 

Sporadic  similar  orders  1835-58  are  recorded,  but  only  few — undoubtedly  only 
a tithe  or  less  ot  the  total  number  of  proofs  issued  from  the  Mint  in  that  time.  Before 
1858  the  manufacture  of  proof  sets,  though  it  is  nowhere  recorded  that  any  were  ever 
sold  to  the  public,  must  have  become  a commonplace  occurrence  in  the  Mint.  Later 
letters  merely  specified,  for  example,  “Two  sets  of  gold  master  coins  for  1850“  or 
whatever  year,  to  be  sent  to  such-and-such  officials.  The  sets  sent  to  the  foreign  mints 
in  exchange  for  coins  they  contributed  to  the  growing  Philadelphia  Mint  Cabinet 
collection  undoubtedly  were  boxed  like  later  ones  and  probably  like  those  sent  to  Siam 
and  Muscat  in  1834,  but  the  striking  and  cases  were  taken  for  granted  by  those 
politicians  who  ordered  such  sets  from  the  Mint. 

There  is  no  accounting  anywhere  of  the  number  of  proofs  struck  1817-62  in  or 
out  of  sets,  but  from  all  that  can  be  found  out,  complete  sets  were  regularly  struck 
in  limited  quantities  yearly  1840-48  inclusive,  and  1854-58  in  rather  larger  numbers- 
then  in  much  greater  quantities  1859-1916  for  sale  to  the  public.  Sets  or  individual 
eoins  of  the  years  1849-5  3 inclusive  as  proofs  appear  to  be,  not  counting  restrikes, 
extremely  rare — Mint  references  to  proofs  in  those  years  are  meagre  or  nonexistent, 
and  the  Mint  Cabinet  collection  (now  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution)  does  not  have 
proofs  of  these  years  with  the  exceptions  of  patterns  and  restrikes:  the  1849  gold 
dollar  and  double  eagle,  both  differing  in  execution  from  the  1850-54  issues,  and  the 
usual  restruck  1852  half-cent;  with  possibly  a few  silver  coins — no  complete  sets, 
whereas  its  proofs  are  virtually  complete  and  once  were  entirely  so,  1840-48  and 
1854-1916. 

Another  thing  that  can  be  learned  from  examining  the  coins  themselves  is  that 
the  Mint  authorities  did  not  ordinarily  in  this  period  strike  a quantity  of  proofs,  in 
a lot  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  anticipating  politicians'  demands.  Instead,  it  ap- 
pears  that  when  orders  came  in,  dies  already  in  use  or  ready  for  use  would  be 
repolished  and  put  in  the  hydraulic  press;  the  same  dies  were  generally  used  also 
before,  or  after,  or  both,  to  strike  regular  issue  coins  for  circulation.  It  several  orders 
came  in  at  different  times  of  the  year,  this  would  result  in  a number  of  die  varieties 
occurring  in  proof.  Outstanding  examples  of  this:  1837  cents,  1844  and  1862  halt- 
dimes,  1829  half-dollars — and  some  other  dates.  Each  date  mentioned  has  three  to 
five  die  varieties  known  in  proof,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  they  are 
restrikes  either.  The  statement  above  made  about  proof  dies  being  used  before  or 
afterwards  to  strike  coins  for  regular  use  is  verified  in  Newcomb's  work  on  the 
1816-57  cents;  which  also  lists  each  variety  he  had  definite  knowledge  of  in  proof 
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with  a single  accidental  omission.  The  Newcomb  hook  does  not  mention  1850  NT  1 as 
occurring  in  brilliant  proof,  but  Newcomb’s  MS.  notes  name  this  as  so  occurring,  and 
say  also  that  the  NT  1 is  the  only  1850  variety  he  has  ever  seen  in  proof. 

Before  we  consider  individual  proof  coins  and  classes  thereof  of  the  period 
before  1862,  it  bears  repeating  that  proof  coins  in  this  time  (except  the  Gobrecht 
Dollars,  1836  and  1839)  were  nowhere  accounted  for  as  to  numbers  struck,  in  coinage 

ledgers  or  bullion  journals  or  anywhere  else.  This  is  because  neither  the  face 

value  thereof  nor  the  coins  themselves  ever  passed  through  the  hands  of  the  Mint 
Treasurer  or  his  clerk,  and  the  Director  is  not  known  to  have  kept  any  account. 
This  reason  is  basic  for  the  validity  of  my  saying  that  the  1300  and  1100  dollars 
respectively  coined  in  185  1 and  1852,  the  2521  eagles  coined  in  1858,  and  other 
similar  items,  did  not  include  proofs;  and  it  is  also  sufficient  explanation  for  the 

absence  of  coinage  figures  on  the  proof  half 'cents  1836-52,  1858  dollars,  1841  quarter 

eagles,  etc.  (I  should  mention  here  that  the  2200  half-cents  reported  coined  in  1831 
did  not  include  any  of  the  proofs  usually  sold  as  originals  of  this  year.  These  2200 
were  regular  business  strikes  for  circulation,  not  proofs.  I know  three  in  Mint  State, 
and  about  five  from  VG  to  VF;  this  date  is  therefore  rarer,  exclusive  of  proofs,  than 
the  1796  without  pole.  Most  183 l’s  offered  for  sale  are  restrikes;  see  table  of  dates 
and  die  varieties  of  proofs-,  1817-57,  p.  20.) 

All  of  which  leads  up  to  the  question  of  the  1851  silver  dollars  and  their 
alleged  restrikes,  and  the  problem  of  how  to  tell  the  restrikes  from  the  originals. 
The  addenda  to  Haseltine’s  Type  Table  notes  two  die  varieties  of  this  date  but 
is  silent  on  whether  either  comes  in  proof  or  was  restruck.  The  varieties — both 
are  illustrated  in  the  catalogue  of  the  so-called  World’s  Greatest  collection — are 
as  follows: 

1.  (H-2)  Obverse:  Date  very  high  in  field,  nearly  touching  base  line  of  seated 
figure,  and  slanting  down  to  right. 

Comes  generally  uncirculated  or  circulated,  rarely  in  proof. 

2.  (HT)  Obverse:  Date  quite  low,  about  centered  in  field  and  level.  All 
seen  from  this  die  are  proofs  or  impaired  proofs,  and  impressions  are  known 
both  in  silver  and  copper.  No  uncirculated  (mint  bloom  and  no  proof  surface) 
example  has  ever  been  reported  or  heard  of. 

By  the  reasoning  cited  above,  if  any  original  1851  dollars  exist  (and  1300 
were  certainly  struck  and  delivered)  they  are  to  be  found  among  the  uncirculated 
impressions,  i.e.  variety  No.  1,  inasmuch  as  the  1300  mentioned  were  definitely  not 
proofs  but  uncirculated  strikes  for  business  use. 

Now  it  is  ALSO  a fact  that  the  oldest  and  the  most  respected  cataloguers— 
and  their  pupils — who  at  first  were  roughly  contemporary  with  the  issue  of  both 
originals  and  restrikes,  noted  that  there  were  two  kinds  of  1851  dollars,  of  only 
slightly  differing  values.  They  spoke  of  these  as  “Originals”  (uncirculated  examples) 
and  “Proofs.”  They  were  chary  of  applying  the  epithet  of  restrikes  to  these  latter 
because  that  would  presumably  bring  the  price  realized  down.  These  cataloguers  in- 
cluded W.  Elliot  Woodward,  W.  H.  Strobridge,  Edward  Cogan,  H.  P.  Smith, 
David  Proskey  and  the  Chapman  brothers,  among  others.  (For  the  last-named,  see 
Jackman  479,  Stickney  867,  Mills  717,  and  Gregory  2469.)  In  some  instances  the 
purported  “originals”  were  illustrated,  and  without  exception  they  have  always 
proved  to  be  the  same  variety— my  No.  1.  In  a single  instance  (the  third  collection 
formed  by  William  J.  Jenks  of  Philadelphia,  catalogued  and  sold  by  W.  Elliot  Wood- 
ward on  June  25,  1883)  there  is  an  1851  dollar  referred  to  as  both  original  and  proof. 
This  coin  is  shown  on  a photographic  plate  in  the  catalogue  and  again  is  variety 
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No.  1.  When  the  same  dealers  spoke  of  1851  dollars  simply  as  “proofs  without 
the  adjective  “original  ’,  they  always  meant  so  far  as  can  be  learned  (by  examining 
their  plated  catalogues)  my  variety  No.  2 — which  never  comes  any  way  except  in 
proof  or  impaired  proof  state.  That  the  No.  2 is  a restrike  was  vaguely  hinted  at 
by  E.  Cogan  more  than  once:  referring  to  an  uncirculated  1851,  he  said  that  he 
believed  it  was  "one  of  the  original  impressions  made  before  the  proofs  were  struck." 

Moreover,  the  ANS  specimen  (ex  J.  P.  Morgan)  is  undoubtedly  an  original,  as  the 
first  owner  of  the  long  series  of  gold  and  silver  coins  including  proofs  c.  184091 
and  also  this  dollar,  from  whom  Morgan  bought  them,  obtained  the  coins  yearly  from 
the  Mint.  (Courtesy  W.  L.  Clark,  Curator.)  And  this  piece  likewise  has  Obverse  No.  1. 

For  a little  more  evidence,  let  us  look  at  some  history.  In  the  period  185053, 
partly  resulting  from  the  California  gold  finds  upsetting  the  old  ratio  of  gold  to 
silver,  silver  became  grossly  undervalued  and  tended  to  leave  circulation  in  a hurry, 
being  worth  more  than  face.  There  were  three  results  at  the  Mint:  (1)  Bullion  de- 
positors left  little  or  no  silver  for  coinage — silver  coin  production,  especially  in 
higher  denominations,  between  late  1850  and  March  185  3 was  extra  small  and 
dwindled  to  a mere  trickle.  (2)  To  take  the  place  of  the  silver  coins,  coinage  of  gold 
dollars  and  quarter  eagles  became  and  remained  enormous  in  quantity.  (3)  The  few 
silver  coins,  especially  quarters,  halves  and  dollars,  that  left  the  Mint  in  the  1 850-5 3 
period-  few  in  comparison  with  the  production  of  the  previous  years  or  of  the 
years  beginning  after  April  185  3 quickly  left  circulation,  the  majority  being  melted 
up  on  the  outside  for  bullion.  The  Directors  were  not  ignorant  of  this  fact,  either, 
and  plenty  of  complaints  are  to  be  found  in  Mint  correspondence  in  the  Archives 
for  this  period.  This  was  the  precise  situation  that  led  to  the  quick  passage,  practically 
on  the  terms  specified  by  Director  Eckert,  of  the  Act  of  185  3 which  reduced  the 
weight  of  all  silver  coins  smaller  than  the  dollar  to  a figure  sufficient  to  keep  them  in 
circulation  rather  than  in  the  melting  pots.  It  was  also  the  same  situation  that  re- 
sulted in  no  silver  dollars  being  coined  until  well  after  the  passage  of  the  Act  of  1853, 
and  thereafter  only  in  sporadic  deliveries  of  fairly  small  quantities — most  of  which 
were  sent  out  to  the  West  Coast,  where  they  were  in  demand  as  small  change.  The 
foregoing  accounts  both  for  the  small  coinages  of  silver  dollars  1850-52  and  the  rarity 
of  uncirculated  specimens  of  1851  and  1852. 

To  judge  simply  by  their  relative  frequencies  in  auction  sales,  uncirculated 
1851  dollars  are  about  twenty  times  as  rare  as  the  usual  proofs  with  Obverse  No.  2; 
and  genuine  proofs  with  Obverse  No.  1 (the  “original  proofs"  from  the  dies  usually 
known  only  by  uncirculated  examples)  are  yet  rarer,  perhaps  three  or  four  times  as 
rare  as  the  uncirculated  ones.  I have  seen  only  one  or  two  authentic  proofs  of 
variety  No.  1 in  the  silver  and  have  only  heard  of,  or  seen  on  photographic  plates, 
a couple  of  others — which  may  quite  possibly  be  the  same  specimens  reappearing. 

This  ratio  should  not  be  unexpected  or  thought  improbable,  considering  (1)  the 
sound  reasons  quoted  for  rarity  of  uncirculated  original  185  l’s;  (2)  the  excessive 
rarity  of  original  proofs  of  the  1849-53  period  in  any  denomination;  and  (3)  the 
undoubtedly  great  demand  for  impressions  of  185  1 (and  1852)  otherwise  practically 
unobtainable,  which  led  to  their  being  restruck  in  fairly  good  quantity. 

The  next  question  arising  about  these  is  "Who  restruck  them  and  when?"  Though 
no  completely  definitive  answer  is  yet  possible,  a probable  and  plausible  one  is 
now  ascertained.  Colonel  the  Honorable  James  Ross  Snowden  began  restriking  on 
an  official  basis  (having  given  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  official  notice  of  the 
fact)  on  or  around  February  25,  1859 — although  undoubtedly  some  had  been  done 
before  with  or  without  his  sanction,  collusion  or  connivance-  the  idea  being  to  ex- 
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change  these  newly-reproduced  rarities  with  collectors  in  order  to  augment  the  Mint’s 
collection  of  Washington  medals  and  other  desired  pieces.  Among  the  first  issues 
restruck  were  patterns,  in  several  metals;  some  collectors  then  got  the  bright  idea 
of  having  their  regular-issue  rarities  struck  for  them  in  divers  metals  too,  so 
that  we  see  pattern  cents  c.  1854-58  struck  in  almost  everything  imaginable  from 
silver  to  steel,  tin,  brass  and  lead — and  both  1827  quarters  and  1851-2  dollar 
proofs  in  silver  and  copper  (I  have  also  heard  of  them  in  nickel  but  have  not  seen  any 
specimens).  I find  the  earliest  mention  of  uncirculated  1851-2  dollars  in  a few 
auctions  in  and  around  1859 — very  few  really  rare  coins  appeared  in  safes  before 
that  year — and  the  proofs  begin  to  appear  in  sales  with  great  frequency  beginning 
around  1861-2.  Probably  the  restrikes  were  made  in  the  intervening  time,  say  1859-61, 
and  on  a few  occasions  afterwards;  this  conclusion  (though  no  Archives  evidence 
of  course  can  be  found)  may  perhaps  stand  as  a tentative  one  until  some  better 
evidence  can  be  presented.  Likewise  any  figure  that  might  be  written  in  answer  to 
the  question  “How  many  were  restruck?”  must  needs  be  simply  guesswork,  and  your 
guess  is  as  good  as  mine  and  may  be  better.  I think  there  may  have  been  as  many  as 
60  to  100  specimens  of  each  date,  for  what  one  conjecture  is  worth. 

Above,  the  1852  dollars  were  mentioned  also  as  having  been  restruck.  Die 
variety  evidence  analogous  to  that  given  for  the  185 1 ’s  exists  also,  but  the  story  is 
not  here  so  clear-cut  as  there,  as  the  original  obverse  was  used  for  the  1852  restrikes. 
Die  accounts  in  the  Archives’  General  Correspondence  File,  Record  Group  104, 
Treasury  Section,  indicate  for  the  silver  dollars  that  of  1851  only  one  obverse  and 
one  reverse  were  cut;  of  1852,  one  obverse  and  three  reverses;  of  1853,  two  obverses 
and  three  reverses.  Now,  there  exist  uncirculated  dollars  of  1852,  as  of  1851;  and 
these  are  unquestionably  all  originals.  All  the  restrikes  of  both  years  would  logically 
be  proofs.  Examination  has  shown  that  many  proof  dollars  of  1852  have  the  same 
reverse  as  the  1851  restrikes,  and  that  this  reverse  was  first  used  in  1858.  (See  table 
of  die  varieties,  page  30.)  The  1851-52  restrikes  having  this  reverse  come  in  both 
silver  and  copper,  and  all  seen  are  proofs;  all  the  copper  specimens  have  the  same 
pattern  of  color  and  toning,  texture,  and  finish,  showing  that  they  were  made  at 
the  same  time.  It  is  evident  that  all  restrikes  can  be  distinguished  by  their  reverses 
from  the  originals.  Since  it  is  not  known  whether  all  three  reverses  cut  for  1852  were 
actually  used  in  that  year,  or  whether  the  die  cut  for  the  original  proofs  was  one 
of  these  three,  the  diagnosis  of  an  original  proof  is  not  wholly  foolproof;  but  it  can 
be  said  with  a high  degree  of  probability  that  an  1852  proof  in  silver  which  does  not 
have  the  1858  reverse  is  an  original  of  the  year.  These  are  at  least  as  rare  as  the 
original  proofs  of  1851,  and  possibly  rarer.  The  restrikes  of  the  1852  were  evidently 
made  at  the  same  time  as  those  of  the  1851,  by  the  same  people  and  for  the  same 
reasons. 

Edward  Cogan  repeatedly  published  the  claim  (c.  1865-78)  that  only  twelve 
proof  dollars  were  struck  bearing  date  1853,  and  in  proof  this  date  is  rare  enough 
to  verify  this  figure  as  not  being  an  exaggeration.  Before  1865,  however,  it  was  denied 
in  all  quarters  that  any  proofs  of  1853  existed — see  Woodward’s  catalogues  for 
1862-65,  quoting  Mint  officials.  Now  four  or  five  copper  proofs  exist  from  the  same 
dies  as  the  twelve  silver  ones,  suggesting  an  issue  of  restrikes  on  the  order  ot  those 
dated  1851-52.  Again,  in  1865-88,  even  Woodward  joined  in  the  chorus  of  dealers 
saying  that  only  twelve  proofs  (they  dared  not  say  restrikes)  of  1853  dollars  had 
been  struck.  This,  coming  after  the  repeated  denials,  practically  proves  that  the  coins 
had  only  been  released  in  1864-5 — and  are  restrikes. 
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Next  we  come  to  the  half-cent  proofs.  The  earliest  date  I have  seen  proof  is 
1828  there  are  pieces  dated  1825-6  called  proof  but  I am  not  sure  they  are  anything 
more  than  first  strikes,  judging  only  by  the  few  seen — very  possibly  some  real  proofs 
exist.  About  every  other  date  thereafter  comes  in  proof  and  some  of  these  are  much 
rarer  than  the  highly-touted  “proof  only”  dates  in  the  forties.  The  rarest  appear 
to  be  1849-53  inclusive;  the  commonest  1855-7  with  the  1833  not  very  much  rarer. 

Concerning  these  “proof  only”  dates,  1 have  been  able  to  find  out  nothing  definite 
about  the  time  or  quantity  of  restriking  of  these.  A comment  from  one  prominent 
numismatist  who  practically  had  a key  to  the  Mint  in  that  period  may  be  fairly 
accurate,  however:  J.  N.  T.  Levick’s  MS.  comment  in  his  priced  and  named  copy  ot 
the  F.  S.  Hoffman  collection,  catalogued  and  sold  by  Woodward  in  April  1866.  This 
consisted  in  Levick’s  crossing  out  “Very  Rare”  printed  beside  a description  of  the 
1831  half  cent  with  large  berries — the  so-called  original  and  writing  in:  “These 
were  restruck  at  the  mint  in  quantity  in  1860.”  (The  catalogue  in  question  is  now 
in  the  ANS  Library.)  Now  Levick  was  quite  active  around  1860  and  may  well  have 
gotten  his  information  first-hand.  The  coins  he  is  referring  to,  of  course,  are 
of  the  so-called  Gilbert  1A  variety:  obverse  regular,  reverse  large  berries  similar 
to  the  original  (Gilbert  1)  but  with  high  leaf  ending  left  of  the  S.  This  variety 
is  usually  catalogued  as  “original,  large  berries”  but  is  far  commoner  than  the  real 
original.  The  reverse  occasionally  shows  cracks  at  ED  and  wreath.  That  it  is  a 
restnke  there  can  be  no  reasonable  doubt.  The  reverse  is  that  of  1836  Gilbert  1 
and  was  muled  with  the  1831  obverse  after  all  the  1836’s  were  made.  The  original 
1831  reverse  was  used  on  one  variety  of  1832  half-cents,  and  the  “small  berries”  or 
1852-type  reverse  found  with  the  1831  obverse  is  extremely  rare.  (Gilbert  2)  It  was 
unknown  for  a long  time;  the  earliest  records  I have  seen  are  a few  Haseltine  sales  in 
the  1880’s,  in  which  he  consistently  maintained  that  only  twelve  were  struck  with 
this  die.  This  and  the  equally  rare  G-2  of  1836  (having  the  same  reverse  of  1852) 
are,  along  with  the  1852  G-l,  the  rarest  of  all  the  half-cent  proofs  in  the  “proof 
only”  dates,  and  both  were  probably  made  long  after  the  large  berry  restrikes  of 
1831  and  1836.  Gilbert  alludes  to  the  latter  vaguely  in  mentioning  (without  descrip- 
tion) “restrikes  from  original  dies,”  but  the  dies  were  not  used  on  originals  of  1831. 

About  the  1852  half-cents,  Longacre’s  die  accounts  above  alluded  to  indicate  that 
a single  pair  of  working  dies  was  made  for  this  year — no  comment  about  the  reverse 
at  all,  much  less  that  it  was  different  from  the  die  used  for  the  1851  half-cents. 
This  fact  seems  to  confirm  Chapman’s  surmise  (which  later  amounted  to  certainty) 
that  the  original  1852  half-cents  had  small  berries.  Unfortunately  all  small-berry 
1852's  so  far  seen  are  obvious  restrikes,  and  it  has  proved  impossible  to  obtain  a 
description  of  the  original  small-berry  die  of  this  year.  See  table,  page  20.  It  follows 
that  the  extremely  rare  1852’s  with  large  berry  reverses  were  made  later  when  col- 
lectors discovered  that  most  of  their  other  rare  proof  half-cents  also  came  with  two 
reverses  (this  was  known  before  1865).  It  was  always  possible  since  the  old  dies 
were  not  destroyed  until  1868— if  then.  And  it  had  become  possible  because  when 
Franklin  Peale  was  coiner,  he  made  up  a collection  of  all  the  Mint's  old  dies  that  were 
usable,  both  pattern  and  regular;  and  later  coiners  augmented  the  collection.  In  other 
words,  it  was  a situation  made  to  order  for  restriking  activities.  All  of  which  made  it 
a simple  matter,  for  example,  to  fill  the  request  in  February  185  5 of  one  Monsieur 
Alexandre  Vattcrnare  for  duplicate  proof  sets  $20.00  to  half-cent,  for  1850-54  in- 
clusive, the  coins  to  be  exhibited  at  a forthcoming  exposition  in  Paris  and  then  de- 
posited in  an  “American  Library  and  Museum”  in  that  city;  and  equally  simple  for 
Snowden— -or  anyone  in  the  Coiner’s  department — to  make  on  demand  restrikes  of 
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any  date  or  issue  desired  provided  that  the  dies  were  not  defaced  beyond  recognition. 
And  if  the  dies  were  in  bad  shape  or  unlocated,  most  issues  could  be  duplicated  on 
the  reducingdathe  from  coins,  or  if  the  matrix  or  hubs  were  extant,  reproduced  by 
making  from  the  latter  a new  working-die  on  the  coin  press  and  engraving  in  the 
appropriate  date.  This  latter  accounts  for  the  restrike  obverse  of  the  1851  dollar 
differing  from  that  of  the  original. 

o o 

In  the  Winsor  collection  (1895)  was  a proof  set  of  1852,  whose  present  location 
is  unknown  to  me.  Examination  of  the  coins  in  this  set  for  die  variety  may  give 
some  clue  to  whether  the  set  was  made  in  1852  or  later — in  the  manner  of  those  M. 
Vattemare  ordered  or  after  1858,  and  inparticular  it  may  help  to  determine  whether 
the  half-cent  (which  had  small  berries)  was  therefore  an  original  or  a restrike,  thus 
incidentally  providing  a check  on  the  theory  given  above  about  this  date.  I have 
no  information  on  whether  full  sets  were  ever  restruck  as  sets  outside  of  Vattemare  s, 
if  indeed  he  got  those  he  requested.  Certainly  they  didn’t  figure  in  his  little  brochure 
of  1861,  “Collection  de  monnaies  et  medailles  de  l’Amerique  du  nord  offerte  a 
la  Bibliotheque  imperiale’’,  though  he  says  therein  that  he  obtained  his  rare  half-cents 
from  the  Mint  when  he  visited  the  place  in  1848,  and  these  were  of  various  dates 
from  1840  on.  It  is  hoped  that  more  information  may  later  become  available  on  M. 
Vattemare — recent'  inquiries  have  disclosed  that  the  Paris  authorities  know7  nothing 
of  the  gentleman.  Regardless  of  this,  a very  substantial  contribution  to  the  question 
of  restrikes  vs.  originals  could  be  made  were  Winsor’s  1852  proof  set  made  available 
for  examination. 

Another  decidedly  needed  contribution  would  be  the  location  of  a missing  docu- 
ment  that  should  be  in  the  National  Archives  and  that  must  have  been  ultimately  the 
source  of  the  proof  coin  figures  1863 '75  lately  released  by  the  Director  of  the  Mint. 
This  should  be  one  or  more  bound  volumes  of  press  copies  entitled  FORM  LETTERS 
AND  REPORTS  OF  COINAGE,  uniform  with  similar  series  incompletely  covering 
the  period  Sept.  30,  1873  through  June  1889 — one  volume  of  the  series  begins  only 
at  July  1875.  This  missing  volumes  presumably  cover  the  period  1863-75;  otherwise 
it'  is  a complete  mystery  what  the  Director  could  have  used  as  a source  for  published 
proof  figures  for  those  years. 

Before  giving  any  tabulations  or  comments  on  the  quantities  of  proofs  struck  in 
the  later  period  (based  mostly  on  the  above  mentioned  volumes  in  the  Archives 
1873-89)  some  explanation  becomes  due  of  how  these  figures  were  derived  and  why 
it  is  necessary  to  disregard  the  published  figures  on  proof  coins.  These  published 
figures  did  not  come  first-hand  from  the  Mint  but  instead  from  the  records  sent  to 
the  Director  of  the  Mints  in  Washington;  the  figures  for  which  any  accounting  is 
possible  appear  always  to  have  been  of  proof  coins  or  sets  delivered  within  the 
calendar  year,  and  not  of  those  struck  in  the  calendar  year.  The  figures  I give 
here  come  from  the  semi-private  (though  called  official)  reports  of  transactions 
between  the  Coiner  and  the  Superintendent  at  Philadelphia.  By  the  Act  of  1873,  the 
Superintendent'  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  and  at  each  branch  mint  took  over  the  duties 
formerly  devolving  on  the  Mint  Treasurers.  In  spite  of  the  clauses  in  this  law  which 
supposedly  prevented  issuance  after  the  close  of  a calendar  year  of  coins  of  earlier 
date,  proofs  in  stock  were  regularly  held  over  and  delivered  in  the  following  year(s). 
This  practice  was  not  discontinued  until  the  end  of  1879,  although  some  tw7enty-cent 
pieces  had  been  melted  in  1878  upon  notice  that  the  denomination  had  been  abolished. 
There  are,  consequently,  two  or  more  sources  of  error  in  published  records.  One  is 
the  abovementioned  practice  of  holdovers  before  1879;  another,  the  fact  that  the 
Coiner’s  account  of  proofs  made  and  delivered  to  the  Superintendent  was,  as  far  as 
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known,  never  audited — and  it  contains  some  rather  astonishing  errors  in  arithmetic! 
yet  a third,  not  now  definitively  established  hut  very  probable,  is  surreptitious  or 
connived-at  restriking  in  the  Coiner’s  Department  (see  below,  under  gold  proofs) 
not  to  mention  private  enterprises  like  the  1884-5  trade  dollars  and  1913  Liberty 
head  nickels.  (It  should  be  mentioned  that  no  record  exists  of  the  Mint  stockpiling 
either  gold  or  minor  proofs,  nor  of  their  being  melted.)  Restriking  is  the  only 
possible  explanation  for  the  sizable  excess  of  number  now  known  over  number  certainly 
coined  in  1873  and  1875  of  three-dollar  pieces  and  possibly  a few  others.  It  is 
confirmed  by  some  of  these  showing  dished  reverses — the  dies  do  not  show  this  on  the 
known  originals.  This  restriking  can  be  ascribed  to  the  Coiner’s  department  because 
that  division  kept  the  dies  in  use  or  ready  for  use  in  coin  presses,  and  also  had 
machinery  which  would  quickly  make  new  dies  from  old  hubs  and  matrices;  engraving 
in  of  rare  dates  was  simple  enough  afterwards  and  involved  no  great  loss  of  time. 
I mention  this  specifically  because  the  Act  of  1873  required  all  old  dies  to  be  de- 
stroyed yearly  in  the  Superintendent’s  presence.  Therefore  the  clue  to  telling 
originals  from  restrikes  will  lie  in  comparing  suspected  pieces  with  known  originals 
the  ANS  specimens,  those  in  the  Mint  cabinet,  or  others  in  sets  that  can  be  traced 
back  to  the  time  of  issue.  This  method  should  hold  good  as  only  a single  reverse 
(date  side)  was  made  for  the  rare  dates  in  proof  gold  for  each  denomination,  and  the 
dates  were  punched  in  by  hand. 

Accounts  of  proof  trade  dollars  tabulated  below  are  derived  from  the  1887  Mint 
Report.  Archives  records  are  not  complete,  but  from  what  can  be  learned,  the  1887 
table  is  correct — it  gives  monthly  coinages  between  1873  and  purported  discontinuance 
in  1883.  (No  record  anywhere  of  1884-5  trade  dollars.)  The  only  differences  that 
must  be  noted:  (1)  The  1873  figures  are  unverifiable  as  only  the  reports  for  the 
fourth  quarter  are  still  extant.  (2)  There  were  510,  not  710,  proofs  of  1877. 
(3)  Proof  records  on  trade  dollars  in  the  Archives  are  scanty,  consisting  mainly  of 
casual  mentions,  with  little  distinction  made  between  coins  struck  and  those  delivered. 
In  1879  the  accounting  was  transferred  to  an  unlocated  “Medal  Account  Book’’  and  no 
more  than  occasional  (yearly)  references  were  made  to  proof  trade  dollars.  The  figures 
agree  with  those  released  in  1887. 

Minor  proof  sets  or  individual  coins  were  nowhere  accounted  for  in  the  Archives 
until  the  beginning  of  1878.  The  conjecture  that  they  had  been  previously  struck 
to  the  same  number  as  silver  proof  sets  may  be  very  likely  correct;  but  no  evidence 
exists.  Wherever  “presentation  sets’’  other  than  merely  the  gold  denominations  were 
mentioned,  and  this  held  true  both  in  the  1834-58  and  later  periods,  the  minor  de- 
nominations were  always  implied  or  mentioned  as  wanted;  and  were  it  not  for  proof 
sets  in  the  1840’s  still  extant  there  would  be  no  evidence  whatever  that  all  the 
large-berry  half  cents  are  originals  (1840-48). 

Here  attention  will  be  mostly  confined  to  those  denominations — such  as  the 
trade  dollars  and  twenty-cent  pieces,  etc. — which  show  some  deviation  from  the 
expected  figures  or  otherwise  present  problems.  All  the  rest  will  be  in  the  tables. 

The  Archives  accounts  of  proofs  are  quarterly  and  usually  oftencr  (sometimes 
weekly)  and  invariably  give  at  least  quarterly  accounting  of  number  of  coins  in- 
cluding proofs  (in  or  out  of  sets)  struck,  the  number  delivered  in  the  same  period 
to  the  Superintendent,  and  the  number  held  over  till  next  quarter  (which  sometimes 
meant  next  year);  and  after  the  beginning  in  the  fourth  quarter  of  1879,  the  number 
of  proofs  melted  or  transferred  yearly  to  the  Coiner’s  “Vault  Account”.  This  was 
audited  every  June  and  is  recorded  to  have  contained  only  uncoined  bullion  such  as 
sweeps  and  clippings,  spoiled  and  off-weight  planchets,  etc.,  which  were  then  re- 
turned to  the  Melter  and  Refiner.  I am  far  from  certain  that  all  or  any  of  the 
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proof  sets  put  into  the  Vault  Aecount  were  aetuaLly  melted  they  may  have  been 
simply  replaced  by  the  equivalent  in  bullion  put  in  there. 

In  all  cases  with  one  exception  (1881  silver  dollars:  984  instead  of  975  delivered 
as  well  as  coined)  regularly  published  figures  on  silver  proof  coinage  check  identically 
with  the  numbers  transferred  to  the  Mint  Superintendent — excluding  twenty-cent 
pieces.  Though  he  was  empowered  to,  apparently  the  Director  in  Washington 
never  bothered  to  check  the  books  and  find  out  whether  these  figures  comprised 
all  the  proofs  struck  in  each  year  at  Philadelphia.  It  can  be  very  simply  proved 
that  deliveries — and  consequently  published  proof  figures— in  any  particular  year 
did  not  consist  of  coins  all  dated  in  that  year;  this  follows  from  the  holdovers.  For 
example,  in  1873’s  fourth  quarter  there  were  200  quarters  on  hand,  40  more  struck, 
200  delivered  to  the  Superintendent — leaving  40  on  hand  dated  1873,  January  ’74. 
This  amount  was  carried  on  the  books  as  proofs  on  hand.  During  1874  there  were 
struck  850  proof  quarter  dollars  and  delivered  to  the  Superintendent  only  700,  leaving 
190  on  hand  at  the  beginning  of  1875.  During  this  year  there  were  also  delivered 
700  proof  quarters,  but  only  630  of  them  were  struc\  in  1875;  hence  the  700  reported 
in  published  figures  must  have  included  coins  actually  dated  (and  made  in)  1874. 
We  see  the  same  thing  time  and  time  again  yearly  until  1879. 

Yet  another  misleading  feature  of  published  figures  is  the  impression  given 
that  the  same  number  of  each  denomination  was  struck  in  a single  year,  i.e.  so  many 
sets.  The  true  coinage  figures  indicate  otherwise  and  that  only  the  deliveries  to 
the  Superintendent  were  of  sets.  Thus  in  1876  there  were  1150  sets  delivered,  but 
there  were  coined  1520  half-dollars,  1410  quarters  and  1250  dimes;  or  an  even  more 
striking  example:  in  1879  there  were  1100  sets  delivered,  but  only  250  quarter 
dollars,  620  halves  and  650  dollars  were  struck  in  proof  in  that  year.  This  same 
thing  occurs  yearly  before  1880.  There  will  follow  a tabulation  giving  the  correct 
number  of  both  gold  and  silver  proofs  struck  (naturally,  exclusive  of  those  melted 
at  the  Mint).  Meanwhile,  only  a few  more  big  discrepancies  and  special  points  of 
interest  need  to  be  discussed  about  the  silver  denominations. 

For  one  thing,  the  account  of  twenty-cent  proofs  is  rather  an  eyebrow-raiser. 
The  old  figures  on  the  number  delivered  are  very  misleading  for  estimation  of 
respective  rarities.  The  correct  ones — on  the  number  struck  in  each  year: 

1875.  2790  struck. 

1876.  1260 

1877.  350 

1878.  760 

There  were  in  the  Mint  June  29,  1878,  450  twenty-cent  pieces  of  the  above  coinage 
(presumably  dated  1877-8),  six  hundred  having  been  delivered  the  preceding  March  30 
to  the  Superintendent.  Notice  came  to  the  Mint  on  this  June  29  that  Congress  had 
abolished  the  denomination,  and  the  450  proofs  forthwith  went  into  the  melting  pot. 
Thus  the  1877-8  are  actually  rarer  than  the  above  figures  would  indicate,  but  how 
much  rarer  cannot  be  said,  inasmuch  as  nobody  bothered  to  say  how  many  of  each 
date  were  comprised  in  the  450  that  were  melted.  If  they  were  all  of  1878,  that 
would  make  the  latter  date  slightly  scarcer  than  the  1877;  but  this  is  improbable. 

When  silver  dollar  coinage  was  resumed  in  March  1878  at  Philadelphia,  the 
first  issue  was  of  the  eight-feather  variety,  quickly  replaced  by  the.  one  with 
seven  feathers.  Inquiries  addressed  to  the  Mint  brought  forth  the  reply  repeatedly 
noted  in  the  Coin  Collectors’  Journal  in  that  period:  the  issue  of  dollars  with  eight 
tail  feathers  was  the  result  of  an  engraver’s  error  in  the  first  accepted  master  die. 
(The  patterns  all  had  seven  feathers  as  intended:  AW  15 59  and  four  or  five  minor 
die  varieties;  AW1561.)  Less  than  500,000  were  said  to  have  been  issued  before 
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the  error  was  discovered  and  the  new  correct  master  reverse  put  into  use,  all  the 
subsequent  issues  therefore  having  seven  tail  feathers.  Now  the  delivery  books  for 
1878  indicate  that  the  first  lot  of  dollars  was  416000  delivered  March  23;  the  second 
(352200)  followed  a week  later  and  thereafter  every  few  days  would  show  a large 
delivery,  in  fact  the  Mint’s  entire  output  of  silver  most  of  the  time  was  dollars. 
The  most  probable  assumption  would  make  the  first  delivery  of  416000  the  entire 
coinage  of  eight-feather  dollars.  About  the  same  time  were  struck  700  proof  dollars; 
300  more  followed  them  in  June  1878  making  a total  proof  dollar  coinage  of  one 
thousand.  Logically  the  initial  700  would  include  all  of  the  eight-feather  proofs, 
and  possibly  (depending  on  the  exact  date  of  delivery,  which  I have  not  yet  been 
able  to  pin  down  more  accurately  than  “March”)  some  of  the  seven-feather  ones; 
and  the  300  of  June  1878  certainly  had  seven  feathers.  The  Mint  Collection  received 
two  of  these  proofs  March  7,  1878,  very  likely  from  the  first  proof  coinage  of  700 
pieces;  eight-feather  coins. 

Other  points  will  come  out  in  the  tables.  The  Archives  data  do  not  extend  in 
the  field  of  proofs  beyond  1899  and  only  fragmentary  beyond  June  1889;  hence  it 
is  impossible  yet  to  answer  definitively  the  question  of  how  many  silver  proofs  were 
made  in  1916  and  1921.  That  examples  are  known  of  both  years  is  beyond  doubt;  there 
are  specimens  in  the  Mint  Collection,  both  matte  and  brilliant  of  1916,  plus  the 
1921  Morgan  dollar  in  brilliant  proof  and  the  1921  Peace  in  satin-finish  proof. 

Unfortunately  I can  add  nothing  to  the  published  figures  on  minor  proofs.  The 
Archives  contains  no  mention  of  them  in  terms  of  numbers  struck  before  the  Coiner 
began  including  them  in  quarterly  accounts— January  31,  1878.  So  far  as  seen,  the 
published  figures  are  correct.  There  is  no  mention  of  the  division  of  the  1883  five- 
cent  pieces  into  5419  shield,  6609  without  cents  and  2543  with  cents — but  these 
figures  (from  those  released  by  the  Director  and  partly  from  the  1948  Scrapbook)  may 
be  correct  anyway,  and  their  basis  still  remain  in  the  still  unexamined  part  of  the 
Mint  records  in  the  Archives. 

The  following  table  gives  the  amount  of  proofs  of  each  date  and  denomination 
of  silver,  struck  in  each  year  from  1874  to  1888  inclusive;  the  Archives  records  for 
periods  before  and  after  are  too  fragmentary  to  provide  an  effective  check  on  pre- 
viously published  figures.  Asterisked  figures  mean  that  of  the  quantity  there  listed, 
an  unknown  amount  was  melted  with  coins  of  other  dates  in  the  next  or  second 
following  year — or  at  least  transferred  to  the  Coiner’s  Vault  Account  which  on  yearly 
audit  proved  to  contain  only  uncoined  bullion. 


Dimes 

20  cts. 

Quarters 

Halves 

Dollars 

Trades 

1874 

700 

850 

750 

700 

1875 

700 

2790 

630 

650 

700 

1876 

1250 

1260 

1410 

1520 

1150 

1877 

490 

350* 

880 

5 50 

510 

1878 

750 

760* 

1 2 3 2 * 

820 

1000 

900 

1879 

770 

250* 

620 

650 

1541 

1880 

1355 

1355 

1355 

1355 

1987 

1881 

975 

975 

975 

984 

960 

1882 

1045* 

1150* 

1080* 

1101 

1097 

1883 

1094* 

1094* 

1039 

1039 

979 

1884 

875 

875 

875 

875 

1885 

930 

930 

930 

930 

? 

1886 

886 

886 

886 

886 

1887 

710 

710 

710 

710 

1888 

800 

800 

800 

800 

(1873:  600) 


Est.  10 
Est.  5 
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II.  GOLD  PROOFS 

A fact  that  might  have  been  mentioned  earlier  in  connection  with  the  eost  of 
early  proof  sets  comes  to  light  upon  examination  of  an  invoice  accompanying  an  1844 
proof  set.  This  set  evidently  was  once  complete  from  the  eagle  to  the  half-cent  hut 
now  lacks  the  gold  (a  testimony  perhaps  to  the  reputed  practice  of  spending  gold  proofs 
by  hard-up  owners,  before  they  started  to  bring  very  high  prices  at  auctions?) ; in  or 
before  1950  it  was  owned  by  Dr.  J.  Hewitt  Judd.  (Information  and  text  of  the  invoice 
courtesy  Stuart  Mosher.)  I quote  the  invoice  in  full  as  it  speaks  for  itself: 


Complete  Series  of  Coins 
of  the 

UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 


VIZ: 

QUALITY 

WEIGHT 

VALUE 

Eagle 

900 

258  grains 

$10.00 

Half  Eagle 

900 

129  grains 

5.00 

Quarter  Eagle 

900 

64/z  grains 

2.50 

Dollar 

900 

41 2/i  grains 

1.00 

Half  Dollar 

900 

2 06 14  grains 

.50 

Quarter  Dollar 

900 

10314  grains 

.25 

Dime 

900 

4 1 1/4  grains 

.10 

Half  Dime 

900 

20Vs  grains 

.05 

Cent 

168  grains 

.01 

Half  Cent 

84  grains 

.001/2 

19.41  /x 

Case 

. . 3.08J/2 

22.50 


MANLY  6?  ORR,  PRINTERS,  45  Chestnut  St.,  Philadelphia. 

This  corroborates  the  Archives  evidence  that  no  charge  was  made  in  the  early  days 
for  proof  coins  above  face  value  and  cost  of  the  case.  Evidence  is  lacking  whether  this 
set  was  intended  for  sale  to  a private  individual  or  not;  al,l  that  can  be  said  is  that 
sales  to  private  individuals  before  1858  were  decidedly  exceptional  and  rare  if  not 
unknown.  As  far  as  I know  the  practice  of  public  sale  of  proofs  in  sets  or  as  individual 
coins  at  a premium,  as  well  as  that  of  calling  them  proof  coins,  originated  in  1858 
with  James  Ross  Snowden,  this  being  the  earliest  year  in  which  regulations  governing 
Mint  transactions  with  the  public  ever  mentioned  these  pieces.  The  regulations 
simply  established  the  price  of  the  silver-minor  set  ($1  silver  to  cent)  at  $3  and 
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the  gold  set  ($20  to  gold  dollar)  at  $43,  in  each  case  a comparatively  small  premium. 
The  above  price  schedule  remained  unchanged  at  least  through  1867,  by  which  time 
three  new  denominations  had  been  added  in  the  minor  coins.  Compare  Rule  5 of  the 
1867  Mint  Regulations  or  “Circular  Letter  in  relation  to  American  Medals  and 
Cabinet  Coins,  July  1,  1867''  promulgated  by  H.  R.  Linderman,  then  Director.  (A 
copy  is  in  the  Boston  Public  Library,  call  number  CJ5802.P43.)  This  maintained  the 
$3  and  $43  prices  for  proof  sets  “as  heretofore.”  I have  not  been  able  to  find  out  if 
during  the  later  period  the  Mint  regularly  included  in  the  above  prices  the  cost  of 
display  cases — the  printed  regulations  give  no  unequivocal  answer  or  clue  as  was 
apparently  done  when  the  Mint  authorities  billed  the  Treasury  in  Dec.  1834  for  the 
cases  which  were  to  display  the  coins  sent  to  Siam  and  Muscat,  and  as  was  certainly 
done  with  the  1844  proof  set  whose  invoice  was  quoted  above.  (Footnote,  8/22/51. 
Compare  the  account  in  July  Scrapbook  of  a similar  item  owned  by  J.  J.  Pittman  not 
seen  before  the  above  was  written.) 

About  the  alleged  first  time  of  issue  to  the  public  of  proof  sets,  I have  by 
courtesy  of  R.  H.  Williamson  a quotation  from  the  (1860)  Coin  Collectors’  Manual 
by  one  George  F.  Jones,  to  the  effect  that  “The  'Proof  Sets,’  so  called,  contain  the  Silver 
Dollar,  Half  Dollar,  Quarter  Dollar,  Dime,  Half  Dime,  Three  Cent  Piece  and  Cent, 
and  have  been  issued  regularly  since  1840,  with  the  exception  of  the  year  1853,  in 
which  no  proofs  were  coined.  Prior  to  1860,  they  were  given  to  collectors,  from  the 
Mint,  for  $2.02,  now  they  are  $3.00.”  Apparently  this  last  statement  needs  editing, 
since  the  1858  Mint  Regulations  regarding  proofs,  earlier  quoted,  are  still  extant  and 
they  most  definitely  set  the  price  at  $3.00.  Moreover,  there  are  proofs  known  of  the 
year  1853  (although  all  are  extremely  rare),  though  a question  exists  whether  some  or 
all  might  not  have  been  restrikes  from  the  original  dies,  made  to  order  in  very  small 
quantity. 

A valuable  record  of  the  Mint  Cabinet’s  transactions,  including  purchases,  ex' 
changes  and  gifts,  is  the  bound  volume  MINT  CABINET  ACCOUNTS  AND 
MEMORANDA  1857T904.  This  provides  some  additional  information  on  the 
question  of  prices  of  proof  sets.  I find  on  examination  of  the  itemized  purchases  the 
following:  (1)  The  Mint  Collection  ordinarily  obtained  its  proof  sets  at  approximately 
face  value  (specie).  (2)  After  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  in  the  sixties,  the 
purchases  of  proof  sets,  though  evidently  at  the  face  value  of  the  coins,  required  pay' 
ment  of  very  high  premiums  in  currency.  I shall  itemize  these  purchases  below,  with 
their  dates  (sometimes  of  considerable  significance) , and  with  a few  other  records  of 
purchases  of  relevance  here. 

The  first  is  a record  of  accession:  fortyHhree  coins  of  gold,  silver  and  copper, 
1643T853,  sent  by  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  Bremen,  Germany,  for  these  the 
Treasury  Department  (it  is  mentioned  in  passing)  sent  a full  proof  set,  $20  gold  to 
halTcent,  of  the  current  year  1854.  (Under  Gifts,  July  1854.) 

Next  we  have  the  record  of  yearly  purchases  from  the  Coiner  of  proof  sets  to 
1904.  The  record  of  separate  purchases  of  proof  sets  only  goes  back  to  1861;  before 
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this  year  proof  sets  were  named  along  with  “sundries”  in  this  volume,  and  there  is  no 
breakdown  of  the  latter.  There  should  be  reeords  in  the  Archives  of  bills  presented  by 
the  Curator  of  the  Mint  Cabinet,  W.  E.  DuBois,  1 839-6 1 , naming  separately  every 
purchase  and  the  date  and  price;  these  are  mentioned  in  this  volume  but  have  not 
been  located  as  yet. 

Proof  sets,  with  date  of  purchase  and  price: 


Year 

Date 

Face  Value 

Specie  Pr 

1859 

2/21 

119.67 

1860 

3/19 

(43.44) 

48.64 

1861 

9/24 

do. 

43.52 

1862 

4/11 

do. 

43.52 

1863 

3/1 1 

do. 

43.52 

1864 

2/26 

do. 

43.52 

1865 

4/7 

43.46 

43. 

.54 

1866 

1/22 

43.46 

43. 

.54 

1867 

3/7 

43.54 

43, 

.62 

1868 

2/20 

do. 

do. 

1869 

3/6 

do. 

do. 

1870 

2/5 

do. 

do. 

1871 

2/10 

do. 

do. 

1872 

2/9 

do. 

do. 

1873 

2/11 

do. 

do. 

1874 

2/10 

43.44 

(43.52?) 

1875 

1/30 

do. 

1 876'77 

no  mention 

of  proof 

sets,  just  as  no 

twenty'cent 

piece  or 

the  1864  bronze 

1878 

1/9 

43.64 

(43.72?) 

1879 

Jan. 

44.44 

1880 

1/10 

44.44 

1881 

2/25 

44.44 

Currency  Price  and  Remarks 

“U.  8.  Coins  of  18  59,  and  sundries" 

. . and  a Bechtler  $5  piece"  (bullion  price) 


(Evidently,  by  the  date  shown,  no  bronze  cent  or 
two  cent  piece.  When  these  were  obtained  is 
not  mentioned.) 

Evidently  no  three'Cent  nickel 
No  five'Cent  piece  struck  yet 
58.40  currency.  Accounts  henceforth  on  a cur' 
rency  basis,  though  with  exceptions  named  at 
left  the  face  (and  hence  specie)  value  would  re' 
main  the  same.  I suspect  that  the  eight-cent 
charge  made  yearly  is  for  proofing  the  coins, 
and  that  the  charge  for  a full  proof  set  from 
the  $20  to  the  cent  to  other  collectors  ($46, 
specie)  was  meant  to  include  the  cost  of  the  case; 
but  there  is  no  unequivocal  evidence. 

65.50  currency. 

57.00 
53.55 
48.65 
48.31 

49.70  Sixteen  pieces.  No  arrows  on  silver.  July 
17,  1873:  $2.25  to  coiner  for  two  proof  trade 
dollars. 

Sept.  12,  1873:  94  cents  to  Coiner  for  a set  of 
subsidiary  silver  with  arrows,  (face  8 5c) 

48.78  Thirteen  pieces. 

49.84  No  twenty'cent  piece. 

mention  of  when  the  Mint  obtained  the  187  5 
cent  and  two'Cent  piece,  etc. 

45.00 

March  7,  1878:  $2  to  the  Coiner  for  two  proofs 
of  the  new  Bland  Dollar. 

44.50 

44.44  Face  value,  evidently  no  proofing  charge. 
44.44 
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Year 

Date 

I’riei 

e ami  Remarks 

1882 

2/2 

44.44 

1883 

2/13 

44.49 

Fifteen  pieces.  Evidently  includes  all  three  nickels. 

1884 

2/6 

43.44 

Thirteen  pieces.  No  trade  dollar. 

1885 

1/21 

43.44 

Same. 

1886 

9/2 

43.44 

1887 

1/25 

43.44 

1888 

2/19 

43.44 

There  is  no  record  in  this  volume  of  the  200  proof  three-dollar 
pieces  and  200  gold  dollars  7/19/88:  these  went  to  the  Medal 
Clerk. 

1889 

10/26 

43.44 

1890 

5/24 

39.41 

Ten  pieces. 

1891 

4/6 

39.41 

1892 

1/7 

Two  sets  of  the  new  Barber  Silver  coins.  6 pieces,  $1.70. 

2/1 

39.41 

Ten  pieces. 

6/30 

1 17.50 

For  exchange:  five  $20,  one  $10,  one  $5,  one  $21/2  proofs. 

1893 

3/13 

39.41 

1894 

2/7 

39.40 

(error) 

1 895-99 

same  as 

1893,  $39.41, 

with  dates  in  January  and  February. 

1900 

1/16 

39.41 

Ten  pieces. 

3/8 

4.00 

(!)  “For  2 Layfettc  dollars.” — Curator’s  spelling. 

1901 

1/23 

39.41 

4/25 

Duplicate  proof  set  of  1901 — apparently  for  exchange,  as  usual. 

1902 

1/27 

39.41 

1903 

1/27 

39.41 

4/18 

'Two  pesos  Filipinas:  One  gold  dol.  St.  Louis  Expo.  “Jefferson”;  One 

ditto,  “McKinley” — trom  the  Coiner.  Gave  5 old  Mexican  Dollars  in 
ex’ge  for  same — 5.00.' — Curator’s  note.  I have  seen  these  gold  dollars 
and  they  are  brilliant  proofs. 

5/28  .16  for  two  sets  of  Philippine  minor  coins:  5 centavos,  one  and  half 

centavo  pieces.  Six  pieces. 

It  bears  repetition  for  the  gold  denominations  as  for  the  silver,  that  the  reports 
of  quantities  coined  before  1862/3  are  definitely  not  known  to  include  proofs, 
and  that  gold  proofs  are  believed  earliest  included  in  these  tabulations  in  1865. 
(There  is  some  doubt  whether  the  30  quarter  eagles  of  1863  and  the  odd  39  three- 
dollar  pieces  struck  in  the  first  half  of  the  year  might  not  have  been  all  proofs. 
Evidence  in  the  form  of  coinage  ledgers,  etc.,  is  lacking.)  The  above  is  sufficient 
reason  for  absence  of  1841  quarter  eagles  from  the  records;  and  likewise  it  can  be 
said  without  fear  of  contradiction  that  the  2521  eagles  delivered  November  23,  1858 
did  not  include  proofs.  Similarly,  there  were  at  least'  fifteen  proof  or  “specimen” 
three-dollar  pieces  of  the  design  adopted,  struck  April  28  for  presentation  purposes 
to  the  politicians  who  would  approve  the  issue,  and  sent  that  day  to  the  Treasury 
Department;  coinage  was  authorized  May  1 and  the  first  delivery  (23140)  took  place 
May  8,  185  4.  But  these  proofs  certainly  are  not'  included  in  the  1853-58  coinage  ledgers 
(still  extant).  Confirmation  of  the  30  quarter  eagles  of  1863,  etc.,  being  proofs 
must  await  location  of  the  1863-73  proof  coin  accounts  in  the  Archives  or  whatever 
was  the  source  used  by  the  Director  of  the  Mint  for  the  1865-73  period. 

The  method  of  handling  of  gold  proofs  in  the  Archives  accounts,  1874-88  (the 
period  of  the  greatest  trouble  from  fouled-up  reports  by  the  Director  and  also  the 
period  of  the  fullest  information  at  my  disposal)  differs  only  slightly  from  that 
used  with  the  silver  coins.  The  differences  lie  in  the  facts  that  (1)  proofs  were 
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not  ordinarily  stocked  or  carried  over  from  one  year  to  the  next;  and  (2)  neither 
were  they  transferred  to  the  coiner’s  Vault  Account,  i.e.  reported  to  he  melted.  The 
differences  here  do  not,  it  seems,  prove  to  have  been  conducive  to  accurate  reports 
of  quantities  struck,  for  we  find  here  the  same  astounding  errors  in  arithmetic  and 
just  plain  carelessness  as  were  so  remarkable  in  the  accounts  of  silver  proofs.  It 
will  be  noted  upon  comparison  of  the  tables  presented  below  with  those  given  by  the 
Director  of  the  Mint  and  reprinted  in  the  195 0-5 1 Standard  Catalogues,  that  some 
of  the  figures  1881-88  differ  by  considerable  amounts.  Let  me  say  that  the  figures  I 
present  here  are  based  on  the  semi-private,  semi-official  accounts,  prepared  and  signed 
weekly,  monthly  and  quarterly  by  the  Coiners,  and  by  them  transmitted  to  the  Super- 
intendents at  Philadelphia;  these  have  been  double-checked.  This  information  in  the 
Archives  is  “straight  from  the  horse’s  mouth”  as  it  were,  and  certainly  is  more  likely 
to  have  validity  than  the  figures  prepared  by  the  Director  in  Washington,  who  did  not 
have  access  to  these  records.  The  biggest  source  of  error  appears  to  be  in  counting 
among  the  regular  business  strikes,  coins  which  were  actually  proofs;  a discrepancy 
in  1888  thus  occurs  of  $800,  being  200  three-do, liar  pieces  and  200  gold  dollars.  The 
most  remarkable  thing  about  all  the  errors  is  that  they  are  one-directional : all  of  them 
without  exception  show  that  the  figures  given  by  the  Director  of  the  Mint  were  under- 
statements, never  the  other  way  around.  That  is,  the  Director’s  figures  have  consistently 
made  the  gold  proofs  out  to  be  rarer  than  they  actually  are.  It  will  be  recalled  that 
the  same  charge  was  often  hurled  at  the  Mint  officials  1865-1887  concerning  numbers 
struck  and/or  restruck  of  patterns — the  most  flagrant  example  being  those  bearing  the 
legend  GOD  OUR  TRUST.  About  these  latter,  see  the  Ely  (Jan.  1884),  Ferguson 
Haines  (November  1880)  and  W.  H.  Bowdoin  (March  1879)  catalogues  by  W.  E. 
Woodward. 

It  was  not  this  type  of  error,  however,  that  accounts  for  the  undue  prevalence  of 
1873  and  1875  three-dollar  pieces.  The  errors  of  omission  and  diminution  mentioned 
above  seem  to  be  confined  to  the  period  1881-88  inclusive;  there  is  no  evidence 
whatever  for  such  practice  before  then.  The  conclusion  that  these  two  issues, 
1873  and  1875,  were  restruck  becomes  more  and  more  forced  upon  us.  It  is  hoped  that 
when  specimens  of  both  the  original  and  the  restrike  of  each  date  become  available 
for  comparison,  it  will  be  possible  to  illustrate  specimens  of  each  in  this  JOURNAL 
and  thus  clear  up  one  of  the  more  vexing  questions  in  the  gold  proof  series,  iust  as 
it  has  become  possible  to  clear  up  the  questions  of  1831-36  half  cents  and  1851  dollars 
by  exhibiting  plain  die  differences,  sufficient  to  tell  originals  from  restrikes. 

There  is  also  appended  a table  showing  the  correct  figures  for  both  uncirculated 
and  proof  three-dollar  pieces  struck  through  1889.  Comparison  with  previously  pub- 
lished figures  will  show  some  of  the  remarkable  errors  in  the  latter. 

The  coinage  account  books  at  the  Archives  for  the  period  1889-99  apparently 
confirm  all  the  published  figures  on  gold  proofs,  as  they  did  the  silver;  but  it  is  im- 
possible to  say  with  certainty,  since  only  in  a minority  of  cases  were  coins  specified 
as  being  proofs.  It  is  certain  that  no  such  flagrant  errors  as  those  which  were  brought 
to  light  for  the  1881-88  period  persisted — at  any  rate  none  are  discoverable  from  the 
surviving  records. 

Owing  to  the  lack  of  data  on  this  subject  after  1899,  however,  it  has  been  un- 
fortunately impossible  to  go  with  any  confidence  into  such  questions  as  the  numbers 
of  proofs  (if  any)  struck  of  each  denomination  during  the  year  1916  or  the  numbers  of 
proofs  of  each  type  struck  during  the  years  1907-8  while  the  types  were  being  changed 
Not  only  of  interest  and  fascination,  but  also  of  value,  would  be  (for  instance)  a 
definitive  answer  in  terms  of  exact  numbers  struck,  released  and  melted  in  the  fob 
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lowing  account:  Quoting  Irom  Green’s  Mint  Record  and  Type  Table,  1936,  p.139 
"Less  than  100  sets  of  proof  go.ld  (2nd  type  with  In  God  We  Trust)  struck  at  Phila- 
delphia.  Five  collectors  and  one  dealer  purchased  these  sets,  the  remainder  destroyed  at 
mint,  1'2'1909.”  The  figures  for  that  year  (1908)  furnished  by  the  Director  do  not 
specify  the  numbers  struck  by  types.  Again,  about  the  191 5 '6  gold  proof  coinages, 
recall  that  the  Act  of  1873  did  not  permit  use  of  last  year’s  dies  in  any  succeeding 
year,  and  that  there  were  no  gold  coins  of  regular  type  struck  in  Philadelphia  in  1916; 
the  Director’s  figures  indicate  only  50  double^eagle  proofs  for  1915,  yet  we  have  in 
the  1948  Numismatic  Scrapbook  figures  on  proofs  mention  of  175  gold  sets  between 
July  1915  and  June  1916,  and  175  more  between  then  and  the  end  of  1916.  Are  the 
Director's  figures  fouled  up?  The  only  answer  right  now  would  appear  to  remain  in 
the  account  books  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  and  some  day  perhaps  these  questions  too 
will  be  answered,  as  have  those  on  some  earlier  issues. 

TABLE  I. 

GOLD  PROOFS  COINED  BY  CALENDAR  YEARS  THROUGH  1888. 


Year 

$20 

$10 

$5 

$3 

$2M» 

$1 G 

1874 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

1875 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

1876 

45 

45 

45 

45 

45 

45 

1877 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

1878 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

1879 

30 

30 

30 

30 

30 

30 

1880 

36 

36 

36 

36 

36 

36 

1881 

61 

42 

42 

54 

51 

87 

1882 

59 

44 

48 

76 

67 

125 

1883 

92 

49 

61 

89 

82 

207 

1884 

71 

45 

48 

106 

73 

1006 

1885 

78 

67 

66 

110 

87 

1105 

1886 

106 

60 

72 

142 

88 

1016 

1887 

121 

80 

87 

160 

122 

1043 

1888 

1889 

102 

Accounts  incom 

72 

plete. 

94 

291 

92 

957 

TABLE  II. 

CORRECTED  COINAGE  FIGURES,  £3  GOLD  1854-1889. 

Add  15  proofs  struck  4/28/54  before  coinage  authorized  May  1. 

A P in  Amount  column  means  proofs. 

The  Zi  or  1/4  refers  to  the  first  (second,  etc.)  half  or  quarter  of  the  calendar  year,  respectively. 


Date 

Amount 

Total 

INC. 

I’KOOFS 

5/8 

23140 

5/12 

29181 

5/19 

15740 

5/25 

13452 

5/31 

22315 

6/8 

12050 

11/10 

22740 

138618 

138618 

? 
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TABLE  II  (Continued) 


CORRECTED  COINAGE  FIGURES,  ^3  GOLD  1854-1889. 


Year 

Date 

Amount 

Total 

INC. 

PROOFS 

1855 

2/27 

11170 

4/30 

19361 

6/20 

9281 

6/27 

10743 

50555 

505  5 5 

? 

1856 

4/12 

16317 

4/30 

9693 

26010 

26010 

? 

1857 

6/19 

7832 

8/7 

11050 

12/28 

2009 

20891 

20891 

? 

1858 

8/26 

2133 

2133 

2133 

? 

1859 

1st  Zl 

9391 

2nd  /i 

6247 

15638 

15638 

? 

1860 

1st  /i 

7155 

7155 

7155 

? 

1861 

1st  Zl 

6072 

6072 

6072 

? 

1862 

1st  Zl 

5785 

5785 

5785 

? 

1863a 

1st  Zl 

39 

2nd  Zl 

5000 

5039 

5039? 

? 

1864 

1st  Zl 

490 

2nd  Zl 

2190 

2680 

2680? 

? 

1865 

1st  Zl 

1165 

1165 

1140 

25 

1866 

1st  Zl 

4030 

4030 

4000 

30 

1867 

1st  Zl 

2625 

2nd  Zl 

25 

2650 

2600 

50 

1868 

1st  Zl 

4875 

4875 

4850 

25 

1869 

1st  Zl 

2525 

2525 

2500 

25 

1870 

1st  Zl 

3535 

3535 

3500 

35 

1871 

1st  Zl 

1330 

1330 

1300 

30 

1872 

1st  Zl 

2030 

2030 

2000 

30 

1 8 7 3 b 

1st  Zl 

25  P 

25 

25 

1874 

2/14 

20  P 

3/21 

21800 

4/25 

20000 

41820 

41800 

20 

1 87  5b 

2/13 

20  P 

20 

• 

20 

1876 

2/19 

20  P 

6/13 

25  P 

45 

— 

45 
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TABLE  II  (Continued) 

CORRECTED  COINAGE  FIGURES,  £3  GOLD  1854-1889. 


Year 

Date 

,\ mou  lit 

Total 

INC. 

I’KOOFS 

1877 

2/13 

1168 

2/24 

10  P 

4/28 

300 

5/31 

10  P 

1488 

1468 

20 

1878 

2/9 

20  P 

5/29 

9000 

6/3 

13100 

6/5 

14000 

6/17 

9830 

11/7 

36374 

82324 

82304 

20 

1879 

1/25 

20  P 

11/22 

10  P 

12/20 

o 

o 

O' 

cr. 

3030 

3000 

30 

1880 

2/14 

20  P 

Sept. 

16  P 

12/4 

1000 

1036 

1000 

36 

1881 

2/19 

40  P 

3/26 

10  P 

6/4 

500 

4th  !4 

4 P 

554 

500 

54 

1882 

2/4 

25  P 

1st  !4 

17  P 

2nd  ]/4 

8 P 

8/12 

15  P 

3rd  K4 

2 P 

12/23 

1500 

4th  J4 

9 P 

1576 

1500 

76 

1883 

2/10 

40  P 

1st  |/4 

13  P 

2nd  J/4 

11  P 

3rd  J/4 

7 P 

4th  14 

18  P 

12/15 

900 

989 

900 

89 

1884 

1/19 

30  P 

2/29 

42  P 

6/28 

13  P 

12/13 

1000 

Dec. 

21  P 

1106 

1000 

106 
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TABLE  II  (Continued) 

CORRECTED  COINAGE  FIGURES,  £3  GOLD  1854-1889. 


Year 

Date 

Amount 

Total 

UNC. 

PROOFS 

1885 

1/17 

30  P 

1/31 

8 P 

March 

800 

March 

16  P 

June 

15  P 

Sept. 

4 P 

Oct. 

1 P 

Dec. 

36  P 

910 

800 

110 

1886 

Feb. 

25  P 

March 

22  P 

May 

13  P 

Sept. 

28  P 

Dec. 

54  P 

Dec. 

1000 

1142 

1000 

142 

1887 

March 

55  P 

June 

42  P 

Sept. 

3 P 

Dec. 

60  P 

Dec. 

6000 

6160 

6000 

160 

1888c 

Feb. 

1 P 

March 

55  P 

April 

5000 

April0 

200  P 

May 

33  P 

June 

2 P 

5291 

5000 

291 

1889 

June 

55  P 

Sept. 

7 P 

Oct. 

51  P 

Dec. 

16  P 

Dec. 

2300 

2429 

2300 

129 

NOTES. 

a.  The  Mint  Regulations  ordinarily  specified  that  new  proof  sets  would  be  available  by  March  1 
of  the  current  year.  Therefore  I ask:  Were  these  isolated  39  proofs?  And  were  the  odd  40 
above  the  450  in  the  first  half  of  1864  also  proofs? 

b.  Not  including  the  restrikes. 

c.  The  Coiner’s  quarterly  accounts  show  that  200  three'dollar  pieces  and  200  gold  dollars  were 
reserved  from  the  April  1888  proof  coinage— specified  as  proofs — and  were  delivered  July  19, 
1888  to  the  Medal  Clerk,  apparently  for  exchanges.  There  is  no  explanation  why  the  Director's 
Report  carries  these  200  among  the  regular  business  strikes. 
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DATES  AND  DIE  VARIETIES  OF  COINS 
KNOWN  IN  PROOF,  1817-1857. 

HALF  CENTS 


1825.  Not  located. 

1826.  Not  located. 

1828  13  stars.  Gilbert  1.  R'7  (Rarity  scale  same  as  Dr.  Sheldon’s,  throughout.) 

1829.  G'l.  R'7. 

1831.  Original.  G'l.  High  leaf  right  side  of  S.  84  grains.  R'7. 

First  restrike.  G'l  A.  Rev.  of  1836.  Large  berries;  high  leaf  under  left  side 
of  S.  Average,  81.8  grains.  Also  known  with  reverse  heavily  cracked; 
average  weight  76.5  grains.  Barely  R'6;  cracked  die,  R'7.  Usually  sold  as 
original,  in  error. 

Second  restrike.  G'2.  Small  berries;  scratches  over  RICA.  Twelve  struck; 
two  located. 

1832.  G'l.  R'7. 

G'2.  Possibly  unique. 

1833.  G'l.  R'5. 

1834.  G'l.  Low  R'6. 

1835.  G'l.  R'6. 

1836.  (Proofs  only,  1836'48.)  Original.  Large  berries;  perfect  dies.  84  grains.  R'7. 
First  restrike.  Made  from  the  original  dies,  this  issue  is  underweight,  79  to  82 

grains;  high  unnatural  gloss,  wire  edges.  Obverse  die  sometimes  bulged; 
reverse  has  center  dot  and  dash  recut,  and  some  crumbling  around  HALF 
CENT.  R'6. 

Second  restrike.  Small  berries,  scratches  over  RICA.  R'8. 

1840  to  1848. 

Large  berries,  usually  called  originals.  GT.  R'6  to  R'7,  the  rarest  dates  being 
1842,  1847,  1845  in  that  order.  Restrikes  (R'7)  exist  and  are  off  weight. 

First  restrikes.  Rev.  of  1856,  double  impressions  on  CENT  and  ribbon;  small 
berries.  R'6  to  R'7,  the  rarest  being  1847,  1845,  1841  in  that  order. 

Second  restrikes.  Small  berries,  scratches  over  RICA.  R'6  to  R'7,  the  rarest 
dates  being  1841,  1842,  1844  in  that  order.  A few  of  each  date  are  known 
on  thick  planchets  weighing  95  to  97  grains,  but  the  rest  are  underweight. 

1849.  Small  date.  Large  berries.  R'7. 

Small  date.  Small  berries.  R'7. 

Large  date.  R'8. 

1850.  Two  slight  variations  in  reverse,  both  R'7;  as  a date,  1850  is  a high  R'6. 

1851.  Only  one  variety.  R'7. 

1852.  Original.  Small  berries.  84  grains.  Without  the  distinguishing  marks  of  the 

two  other  smalLberry  varieties.  R'8. 

First  restrike.  Rev.  of  1856,  as  in  1840'48.  R'5. 

Second  restrike.  Small  berries,  scratches  over  RICA.  Two  known. 

Third  restrike.  Large  berries.  Three  known. 
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Dates  and  Die  Varieties  of  Coins  Known  in  Proof,  1817-1857 

1853.  Unlocated. 

1854.  Only  one  variety.  Low  R-6. 

1855.  Only  one  variety.  Low  106. 

1856.  Regular  die  of  the  year.  107.  In  copper-nickel.  R-5. 

Reverse  with  double  impressions  on  CENT  and  ribbon;  the  die  found  on  most 
1852  half-cents  and  on  many  of  the  restrikes  in  the  1840’s.  R-5. 

1857.  Regular  die  of  the  year.  108. 

Second  variety,  with  the  same  reverse  as  the  second  variety  of  1856.  Impres- 
sions of  both  this  date  and  the  1856  exist  which  are  probably  early  restrikes, 
and  closely  resemble  in  weight  and  finish  the  1852’s  with  this  same  reverse 
die;  double  impressions  on  CENT  and  ribbon.  Low  R-6. 

LARGE  CENTS 

1817.  Thirteen  stars,  close  date.  N-A  6.  R-8. 

1818.  N-A  7.  R-8. 

1819.  Small  date  N-A  8 and  9;  both  probably  R-8. 

Large  date  (N-A  2)  reported  to  come  in  proof. 

1820.  Small  date.  N-A  6.  Possibly  unique. 

1821.  Compact  date.  N-A  1.  High  R-6. 

1822.  N-A  6 and  10;  reports  exist  of  N-A  1 and  12  in  the  Dr.  French  collection. 

The  first  two  are  R-7;  the  last  two  probably  R-8. 

1823/22.  N-A  1.  Supposedly  only  two  or  three  known,  one  of  them  in  the  Mint 
Collection;  another  one  brought  $320  in  the  Newcomb  sale. 

182  5.  N-A  9;  certainly  R-7,  possibly  R-8.  Reports  exist  of  N-A  2 and  6 in  proof. 

1826.  Unlocated.  B.  H.  Collins  supposedly  owned  one  of  this  date. 

1827.  N-A  4.  High  R-6,  possibly  R-7. 

1828.  Large  date.  N-A  8.  Probably  R-7. 

1829.  Large  letters.  N-A  6.  R-7.  Eliasberg’s  is  a bronzed  proof. 

1830.  Large  letters.  N-10.  R-7,  possibly  R-8;  one  in  the  Mint  collection. 

1831.  Small  letters.  N-A  3 and  11;  of  about  equal  rarity  to  the  last. 

Large  letters.  N-A  10.  Bement  863. 

1832.  Small  letters.  N-A  1.  Only  one  reported;  this  one  was  in  the  Mickley,  Mac- 

kenzie, Keeney,  Chubbuck  and  Boswell  collections,  and  has  not  been  since 
traced. 

1834.  Large  date,  small  stars  and  letters.  N-A  3.  R-6. 

Large  date,  stars  and  letters.  N-A  6.  Dr.  French  collection;  not  located. 

Large  date  and  letters;  medium  stars.  N-7,  proofs  only;  probably  R-8.  New- 
comb and  Dr.  French  collections,  latter  known  only  by  appearance  in  ANS 
1914  Exposition.  An  impaired  proof  was  in  the  Williams  sale. 

1835.  Head  of  1834.  Small  date  and  stars.  N-ll  and  13.  R-7. 

1836.  N-A  1.  Mint  Collection.  Probably  R-7,  but  it  is  difficult  to  find  data  on  this 

coin. 
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1837.  First  head.  Plain  haircord,  large  letters.  N'A  3. 

Second  head.  Plain  haircord,  large  letters.  N'A  6,  8. 

Third  head.  Beaded  haircord,  small  letters.  N'A  10.  All  of  these  varieties 
close  to  R'7  or  possibly  reach  it. 

1838.  N'8  and  11.  Both  R'7. 

1839.  N'A  2 (Stickney  1618);  not  now  located.  Head  of  1838. 

1840.  Small  date.  N'A  2.  R'6. 

1841.  N'A  1,  apparently  proofs  only;  R5. 

1842.  Small  date.  N'A  1.  R'7.  Downing  Collection;  ANS. 

Large  date.  N'A  3.  High  R'6. 

1843.  Type  of  1842.  N'14,  proofs  only;  R'6.  Also  an  unlisted  variety  (Blaisdell 

Coll.). 

1844.  N'A  1,  R'7. 

Also  an  unlisted  variety,  with  small  spine  from  bust  point.  High  R'6. 

1845.  N'8;  N'14.  Of  about  the  same  rarity  as  last.  Latter  variety  in  proof  only. 

1846.  Small  date.  N'A  10;  NT9,  21  and  at  least  one  unlisted  variety.  R'7  to  8, 

each,  but  not  enough  data  are  available  on  this  date  to  be  more  exact. 

1847.  N'A  1,  13;  N'2  5;  and  at  least  two  unlisted  varieties,  one  of  them  in  the  Mint 

and  Ryder  collections,  the  other  in  the  Warfield  collection.  The  former 
has  the  reverse  of  1848  N'19;  the  latter  has  the  obverse  of  N'A  4 with  a 
new  reverse.  Probably  R'7  to  8 eaeh. 

1848.  NT9  is  the  only  variety  seen,  and  it  is  almost  R'7  if  not  quite.  Neil  21 10  was 

described  as  N'A  8 in  proof,  but  this  has  not  been  verified. 

1849.  N'A  1,  N'18.  Probably  R'7  each. 

1850.  N'A  9 and  11.  Former  is  ANS  and  possibly  unique;  latter  a low  R'7. 

1852.  N'A  8.  Probably  R'7,  but  very  little  data  available  on  this  date. 

1854.  N'A  12.  High  R'4.  One  of  the  commoner  ones. 

185  5.  Slanting  5.  N'A  10.  R'4,  possibly  a trifle  scarcer  than  the  1854. 

Slanting  5.  N'A  11.  R'7. 

1856.  Slanting  5.  N'A  5.  R'4. 

1857.  Small  date.  N'3.  (Reverse  is  the  same  die  as  1856  N'A  5.)  Low  R'6?  Possibly 

high  R'5.  Proofs  only  for  this  variety. 

Small  date.  No'.  Mueh  rarer  than  the  preceding,  nearer  to  R'7,  as  proof. 

SMALL  CENTS 

1856.  This  is  a pattern,  not  a regular  issue.  Actually  a low  R'2,  but  there  exists  a 

hoard  of  some  500  pieces,  accounting  for  this  date’s  apparent  scarcity. 

There  are  quite  a number  of  die  varieties,  including  at  least  two  with  recut 
dates;  reverse  comes  with  the  thin  edgewise  leaves  left  of  C and  right  of  T in 
CENT  in  varying  lengths.  Probably  slightly  over  half  the  number  known 
today  are  restrikes  made  c.  1858'61  for  collectors. 

1857.  A high  R'4. 
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TRIMES 

1851.  Probably  R-8.  I have  only  seen  one  or  two. 

1852.  Of  nearly  the  same  rarity  as  the  last.  Unquestionably  R-7. 

1854.  R-6,  possibly  R-7.  Record  of  $80. 

185  5.  R-4. 

1856.  R-4,  probably  not  quite  as  scarce  as  the  1855. 

1857.  R-4,  slightly  less  scarce. 

HALF  DIMES 

1829.  Triple  stripes  in  shield  (the  first  issue,  all  later  ones  through  1837  having 

double  stripes);  V-2,  Vo.  Low  R-5,  probably  R-4.  Double  stripes:  V-6, 
V-8  and  one  unlisted.  Much  rarer  than  preceding. 

1830.  V-10.  Have  only  seen  two  specimens;  V-5,  V-8.  Of  about  the  same  degree 

of  rarity. 

1831.  V-l,  3,  4,  5.  Only  two  or  three  seen  of  each,  but  data  difficult  to  obtain  on 

this  date. 

1832.  V-l  and  8.  Same  comment  as  for  1831. 

1833.  V-l.  Eliasberg  Collection.  Only  the  one  specimen  seen,  and  no  other  of  any 

die  has  been  reported.  W.  Elliot  Woodward  had  never  heard  of  an  1833  in 
proof,  according  to  the  Mickley  catalogue,  1867;  and  this  shows  how  rare 
the  coin  must  have  been  even  then,  only  34  years  after  its  mintage. 

1834.  V-4.  Low  R-6,  possibly  R-5. 

183  5.  Small  date  and  5 C.  V-l  and  7.  Newcomb  and  Wurubach  collections. 

Small  date,  large  5 C.  V-5.  Eliasberg. 

Large  date  and  5 C.  V-2.  Only  three  to  five  seen  of  each. 

1836.  Small  5 C.  V-l.  Eliasberg  Coll. 

Large  5 C.  V-5.  About  four  have  been  seen  of  this. 

1837.  Draped  bust.  Large  5 C.  V-3.  Neil  1582  may  have  been  this  or  another 

variety.  R-7  ? 

Liberty  seated.  V-l,  2.  R-6,  possibly  R-5. 

1838.  V-10.  R-7. 

1839.  V-2.  R-7. 

1840.  No  drapery.  Variety  not  in  V.  R-7.  (?)  Eliasberg  Coll. 

Drapery.  V-7.  Newcomb  Coll.  Probably  equally  rare. 

1841.  V-l.  Mint  Coll.;  Valentine  Coll.;  Atwater  Coll.;  and  two  others  have  been 

seen. 

1842.  V-l  and  one  unlisted.  High  R-6,  possibly  R-7. 

1843.  V-l  A and  one  or  two  unlisted  varieties,  one  with  recut  date.  As  a date, 

low  R-6. 

1844.  V-2,  3 and  at  least  two  unlisteds,  one  of  these  also  with  recut  date.  Less  rare 

than  the  1843.  Record  of  $22. 

1845.  V-l.  High  R-6. 
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1846.  Different  die  from  V-l;  shield  points  left  of  1 in  date.  Proofs  only  from  this 

die.  Probably  about  as  rare  as  the  1845,  but  in  greater  demand  as  a date. 
Record  of  $80. 

1847.  V'2.  Of  about  the  same  rarity  as  the  1846,  possibly  a little  more  rare. 

1848.  V'2,  3,  4.  Same  comment.  The  presence  in  these  dates  of  three  or  four  die 

varieties  of  proof  half 'dimes  in  a single  year  simply  means  that  proofs  were 
called  for  on  several  different  occasions.  The  dies  on  hand  each  time  were 
polished  up  for  that  purpose,  the  few  proofs  struck  and  the  dies  then  put 
into  use  on  the  regular  coinage. 

1849.  V'8.  Possibly  R-7.  Note:  The  obverse  of  V-4,  the  1849  over  8,  was  used 

with  the  III  and  3 reverses  to  strike  the  pattern  trimes  of  1849.  These  are 
proofs,  but  no  half-dime  proofs  have  been  seen  from  this  die. 

1850.  V'2.  About  as  rare  as  the  last. 

1851.  V'l.  Unquestionably  R'7.  Eliasberg  Coll. 

1852.  V'3.  About  the  equal  of  the  last.  Eliasberg  Coll. 

1853.  With  arrows.  Supposedly  V'4.  Have  not  seen  a specimen.  Probably  R'8. 

1854.  V'2.  R'5. 

1855.  V'6.  High  R'4. 

1856.  V'2.  Slightly  less  scarce  than  last.  I have  not  seen  the  alleged  overdate  in 

the  Neil  sale,  described  as  1856  over  4. 

1857.  V'3.  R'4. 


DIMES 

References:  Kosoff.  1945;  John  H.  Clapp  notebooks;  Forthcoming  monograph  by 
the  writer. 

1820.  Clapp  2;  B.  2'B.  Large  O;  old  style  letters.  Only  one  proof  seen. 

Clapp  4;  B.  6 F.  Large  O;  modern  letters.  Only  one  proof  seen  of  this. 

1821.  Small  date.  K'2.  B.  5'D.  R'7. 

1822.  Only  the  one  variety.  A high  R'7.  Record  of  around  $200. 

1823.  No  proofs  seen  of  either  variety  of  this  date,  but  they  are  rumored  to  exist. 

1824.  Same  comment. 

1825.  Wide  date.  Clapp  1;  B.  2'A.  R'7. 

1827.  Four  varieties  (of  the  ten  known)  come  in  proof.  B.  l'A,  2'C,  3'D  and  5'F. 

The  latter  is  K'l  and  appears  to  be  slightly  the  commonest  of  the  four.  All 
are  close  to,  or  within,  the  limits  of  R'7.  First  three  have  wide  dates. 

1828.  Small  date.  Clapp  2;  K'l  and  2;  B.  2'B.  High  R'6,  possibly  R'7. 

1829.  Small  10  C.  (Round  o in  10  C.)  B.  3'C  and  4'D.  About  as  rare  as  last. 

1830.  So'called  large  10  C.  (Narrow  O in  10  C.,  as  in  the  medium  10  C.  variety 

of  1829,  and  as  in  all  but  one  variety  of  1831,  and  most  following  ones.) 

Clapp  2;  K'2;  B.  2'B.  Only  one  or  two  seen  in  proof,  but  data  on  the 
1 829'3 3 dimes  are  few. 

1831.  Type  as  last;  K'l.  Have  not  seen  a specimen  of  this  date  in  proof,  and  there- 

fore  do  not  know  it  it  is  one  of  the  five  varieties  made  for  circulation. 


24 


Dates  and  Die  Varieties  of  Coins  Known  in  Proof,  1817-1857 


1832.  Never  have  seen  a proof  of  this  date. 

1833.  K-l;  B.  2-C.  Probably  R-7. 

1834.  Clapp  2;  B.  PA.  Large  4. 

Clapp  1;  B.  5-D.  Small  4.  Both  varieties  are  R-6. 

1835.  So-called  large  O in  10  C.  (Actually  same  as  1831  through  1834.)  K-2; 

B.  1-A.  R-6.  Small  O in  10  C.  (Rev.  of  1836.)  K-l;  B.  4-E.  High  R-7. 

1836.  K-2;  B.  PA.  Rev.  of  1835;  large  O in  10  C.  R-6. 

1837.  Draped  Bust.  Have  not  seen  a proof  of  this  type,  although  specimens  are 

rumored. 

Liberty  Seated.  Large  date.  R-6. 

1838.  Large  stars.  Have  only  seen  one  proof,  but  others  are  reported.  Record  of 

$27K2. 

1839.  Possibly  R-8.  Only  one  seen. 

1840.  No  drapery.  R-6. 

1841.  About  five  specimens  known,  at  present.  R-7. 

1842  through  1848.  Proofs  are  known  of  all  these  dates,  all  being  high  R-6  items, 
some  possibly  R-7. 

1849,  1850,  1851.  I am  not  certain  that  authentic  proofs  exist  of  all  three  dates. 
High  R-7's  at  least,  in  any  event. 

1852.  Have  seen  about  two,  possibly  three,  at  most.  Eliasberg  Coll. 

1853.  Arrows.  High  R-7. 

1854.  R-5. 

1855.  High  R-4. 

1856.  R-4.  Small  date  only. 

1857.  R-4.  Last  two  a little  less  scarce  than  the  1855. 

QUARTER  DOLLARS 

1818.  Browning  8,  H-l.  R-8. 

1820.  B-l,  H-l;  B-2,  not  in  Haseltine.  About  four  of  the  first-named  have  been 

seen.  The  only  proof  of  B-2  known  to  date  is  in  the  Mint  collection. 

1821.  B-3,  4,  5.  The  last-named  is  R-6,  the  other  two  are  more  rare.  Many  first 

strikes  of  this  date  are  known,  and  these  are  not  to  be  confused  with 
genuine  proofs.  I know  of  perhaps  two  specimens  each  of  the  B-3  and 
B-4  in  proof. 

1822.  B-l.  A high  R-6,  but  again  it  must  be  noted  that  a great  many  first  strikes  are 

in  numismatic  circulation  and  occasionally  bring  high  prices  as  “proofs  ". 
There  is  also  a single  specimen  of  B-2,  the  25  over  50  variety,  which  went 
for  $3  5 in  the  Mougey  sale,  as  a proof,  and  is  now  in  the  Eliasberg  collec- 
tion. It  is  not  too  likely  that  this  blundered  die  would  have  been  used  to 
make  real  proofs,  which  were  supposed  to  be  samples  of  the  best  work  the 
Mint  could  do. 
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1824.  BT . Unique  and  unlocated.  The  only  one  reported  is  the  Haseltine  piece 
(Type  Table  Sale,  November  1881;  Lot  1331.  Brought  $34,  this  being 
comparable  to  what  an  1823  would  command.). 

182  5.  B'2.  Low  R'6,  possibly  high  Ro.  Records  of  $30  to  $45.  B'3  reported  but 

not  seen. 

1827.  Original.  BT.  Curved  b ase  to  2.  High  R'7,  four  to  six  proofs  known. 
Restrike.  B'2.  Flat  based  2.  Low  R'7.  One  in  the  Eliasberg  collection  is 

struck  over  an  1806  quarter  dollar;  in  this  example  the  dies  are  not  rusted. 

1828.  BT,  probably  a low  R'6.  Two  proofs  of  B'l  are  also  reported  but  not  seen. 

1831.  Small  date  and  letters.  BT  (R'7);  BT  (high  R'5).  Latter  has  records  of  $20 

to  $30. 

Large  date  and  letters.  BT,  probably  R'5.  Records  slightly  higher  than  last. 

1832.  Both  varieties  come  in  proof  and  each  one  is  R'8  thus. 

1833.  BT,  period  after  C.  R'7.  Mougey  698;  Eliasberg  Coll. 

1834.  BT,  no  period  after  C.  Mougey  701;  Newcomb  Coll.  Have  not  seen  an 

authentic  proof. 

B'2.  R'6.  Mougey  700;  WGC  Kern;  and  others.  Records  of  $30  to  $40. 

B'4.  Perfect  reverse  die;  proof  in  the  Eliasberg  collection.  Only  the  one  seen. 

183  5.  BT.  Newcomb  Coll.;  Neil  907;  Eliasberg  Coll.  It  is  strange  that  an  old 

cracked  die  left  over  from  1834  should  have  been  repolished  for  use  on 
proofs,  but  such  is  the  case.  No  other  specimens  of  BT  are  reported. 

B'7.  No  period.  Mougey  702;  Eliasberg.  Probably  R'6. 

1836.  B'2.  I have  only  heard  of  three  specimens,  one  in  the  Mint  collection,  but 

probably  others  exist.  R'7. 

1837.  B'2.  Probably  R'7. 

Unlisted  variety  (three  known,  one  of  them  a proof;  Straus  and  Eliasberg 
Colls.).  Obverse  of  BT,  perfect  die.  Reverse  has  A T in  STATES  too 
far  apart;  C in  25  C.  recut;  stem  extends  past  right  side  of  that  C,  and  is 
very  close  to  it. 

1838.  Draped  bust.  BT.  Only  one  authentic  proof  seen;  Straus  Coll. 

1840  to  1848.  R'6  to  R'7.  The  1842  is  known  in  proof  with  both  large  and  small 
dates,  and  as  a date  is  probably  the  rarest  of  the  series.  The  1845  proof 
comes  with  a recut  date. 

1849.  R'7. 

18 50' 52.  No  authentic  proofs  have  been  seen,  but  one  or  two  of  each  date  are  re' 
ported. 

1853.  With  arrows.  About  three  specimens  knowm  to  date,  one  of  them  in  the  Mint 

collection. 

1854.  R'5. 

185  5 to  57.  RT;  successively  lower  in  this  rarity  group. 
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HALF  DOLLARS 

1817.  Over  1813.  HT.  Only  one  proof  known;  W.  R.  collection. 

1818.  H'12.  Eliasberg  Coll.  One  other  proof  known,  but  its  variety  has  not  been 

ascertained. 

1819.  There  was  a proof  in  the  Levick  Sale  of  October  1864,  but  it  has  not  been 

traced. 

1820.  B.  5'E;  EL4.  Eliasberg  Coll.  Reverse  also  used  for  the  proofs  of  1821,  B.  LA. 

1821.  B.  LA;  Clapp  3.  And  other  unidentified  varieties.  R'7.  Newcomer  1438. 

1822.  LL7  and  others.  High  R'7. 

1823.  There  was  supposedly  one  in  the  Leviek  Sale  of  1864;  Newcomer  1440.  Not 

seen. 

1825.  One  or  two  reported,  variety  not  identified. 

1826.  H'l.  and  other  varieties.  As  a date  R'6  in  proof. 

1827.  Same  comment  as  1825. 

1828.  Large  curled  2;  B.  3'D.  High  R'6.  (There  are  two  very  rare  varieties  with  a 

smaller  curveTased  2,  with  a knob  as  in  1829;  not  to  be  confused  with  the 
large  curled  2 which  resembles  that  used  in  1827.  No  proofs  of  these  are 
known.) 

1829.  Small  letters.  B.  12'Q  (H'5?)  and  6'H,  latter  Straus  Coll.  Large  50  C. 

Small  letters,  small  50  C.  H'3.  All  R'6.  As  a date,  R'5. 

1830.  Small  O,  small  letters.  B.  LA.  Rarer  than  the  preceding. 

1831.  Several  proofs  reported,  variety  not  identified. 

1832.  Punctuated  date  '1832  (hyphen  before  date).  Mint  and  Eliasberg  collections. 

Others  reported,  variety  not  ascertained. 

1833.  34,  3 5.  Most  specimens  offered  of  these  dates  are  restrikes,  all  with  squared 

edges,  and  lettering  on  edge  almost  invisible  (close  collar  as  on  Gobrechts 
and  1804’s).  Single  reverse  die  for  all  three  (engraver's  scratch  like  a 
needle  point  from  end  of  stem;  A in  STATES  out  of  position).  First  and 
last  high  R'6;  the  1834  is  more  likely  to  be  a high  R'7.  Originals  are 
known  of  1834  and  1835,  of  several  varieties,  and  are  very  rare;  neither 
one  has  the  die  used  with  the  restrikes. 

1836.  Lettered  edge.  Several  varieties  including  some  unlisted  dies.  Perfect  50.  R'6. 
Rev.  with  50  over  00.  Eliasberg  Coll.  R'7  (?). 

Reeded  edge.  Actually  a pattern,  not  a regular  issue.  As  proof,  probably  low 
R'7,  possibly  R'6. 

1837.  High  R'7. 

1838.  Draped  bust.  Rarer  than  the  last.  The  Liberty  Seated  coins  are  patterns,  many 

of  them  restrikes. 

1839.  Draped  bust.  One  or  two  reported;  none  seen. 

No  drapery.  WGC  246.  Not  seen. 

Drapery.  Menjou  15.  Not  seen.  Any  genuine  proof  of  this  date,  whatever 
the  type,  is  of  extreme  rarity. 
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1840  through  48.  Proofs  are  known  of  all  these  dates.  1843,  1844  and  1846  are  low 
R-6  or  possibly  high  R-5  eoins;  1840,  small  letters  only;  1842,  small  date; 
1846,  small  date  R'6,  tall  date  R-7.  The  1847  and  1848  coins  bring  higher 
prices  than  the  others,  perhaps  because  more  often  publicized  as  rare. 

1849.  R-7.  WGC  296;  have  seen  three  specimens  only. 

1850.  WGC  300  and  301.  Have  not  seen  an  authentic  proof  of  this  date. 

1852.  One  or  two  proofs  reported,  none  seen. 

1853.  Arrow's  at  date.  Extremely  rare. 

1854.  R-5. 

185  5.  High  R-4. 

1856.  R-4. 

1857.  R-4. 


SILVER  DOLLARS 


1801,  1802,  1803.  Restrikes.  Reverse  of  1804  Class  I.  Introduced  to  the  numis- 
matic w'orld  by  J.  W.  Haseltine  in  the  eighteen  seventies.  Supposedly 
twelve  struck  of  1802,  and  a smaller  number  of  the  other  dates. 

1804.  Class  I.  O over  right  half  of  cloud.  Struck  on  old  lettered  edge  planchet  in 
close  collar,  similar  to  the  restrikes  of  the  1833-4-5  half-dollars.  Mint  Coll.; 
Stickney-Eliasberg  Coll.;  these  two  are  cleaned  proofs.  Mickley- Appleton 
Coll.;  now  in  Mass.  Hist.  Society.  Parmelee-Bryon  Reed  1804;  now  in 
Omaha  City  Library.  Dexter-Dunham-Williams  1804;  now  owned  by  a 
New  York  collector.  Cohen-Wetmore-Lammot  DuPont  1804;  in  DuPont 
estate. 


1804. 


Class  II.  Second  reverse,  O over  space  between  clouds, 
in  1858.  Mint  Collection,  overstruck  on  a cut-dowm 
shooting  thaler.  Many  electrotypes  of  this  last  exist, 
is  in  the  British  Museum. 


Plain  edge.  Struck 
Sw'iss  (Bern  1857) 
A second  specimen 


1804.  Class  III.  Second  reverse.  Imperfectly  lettered  edges.  Six  knowm.  Note: 

Not  all  of  the  foregoing  are  proofs,  in  either  Class  I or  Class  III.  But  at 
least  two  of  each  class  definitely  are,  and  thus  the  so-called  1804  gains 
a mention  in  this  list. 


1836-8-9.  The  Gobrechts  are  all  proofs  or  impaired  proofs.  Restrikes  exist  of 
almost  all  varieties.  The  restrike  of  the  common  1836  (name  on  base)  can  be 
quickly  identified  by  having  the  unusually  high  gloss  characteristic  of  proofs 
in  the  late  1860’s,  as  well  as  a heavy  w'ire  edge.  On  these  restrikes  a magni- 
fying glass  will  reveal  that  83  in  date  (and  some  other  details)  are  heavily 
recut,  and  a crack  shows  on  reverse  through  bases  of  OLLA  and  tops  of 
NITED  STATES  O.  These  are  on  thicker  planchets  than  are  the  originals. 
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Restrikes  of  the  1839  appear  to  be  the  examples  with  reverse  180  from  its 
usual  alignment  on  U.  S.  coins.  The  restrikes  of  the  Gobrechts  appear  to 
be  rarer  than  the  originals.  All  of  the  reeded-edge  1836’s  and  plain-edged  or 
starred-reverse  (or  both)  1838’s  and  1839’s  are  restrikes,  as  are  most  of  the 
copper  specimens.  The  1836’s  with  starless  reverse  are  also  restrikes,  the 
starless  reverse  only  having  been  made  in  1838  for  use  with  the  obverse 
of  that  year,  which  had  thirteen  stars.  Originals  respectively  R-2,  R-6,  R-4; 
Restrikes  R-7  to  R-8. 

1840,  41,  42.  The  proofs  of  these  dates  in  the  silver  dollars  are  commoner  than  any 
of  the  other  denominations  of  proofs  in  these  years.  They  are  R-5  items, 
and  it  is  virtually  certain  that  restrikes  were  made  from  the  original  dies. 

1843.  Comment  as  last.  Of  about  the  same  rarity. 

1844.  Comment  as  last.  One  of  these  was  sold  to  Newcomer  under  the  assertion 

that  only  three  were  known.  Actually,  this  date  is  within  the  same  rarity 
level. 

184T  All  unquestioned  proofs  so  far  seen  have  the  84  heavily  recut,  though  many 
others  have  been  reported  in  proof  with  a different  obverse.  Reverse  of  the 
recut-84  variety  is  the  same  as  that  of  1844,  as  a strong  glass  will  show. 
Claws  not  joined;  minute  scratches  between  denticles  over  TE  in  UNITED; 
space  between  arrows  clear  and  arrowheads  do  not  touch;  first,  second  and 
sixth  stripes  (gules)  in  shield,  counting  from  left-hand  side,  have  three 
lines  each  extending  over  into  horizontal  lines  (azure).  The  right-hand  line 
of  first  stripe,  and  the  left-hand  line  of  sixth  stripe,  are  the  longest.  Prob- 
ably R-6;  as  a date,  R-5. 

1846.  One  of  the  so-called  overdates  actually  has  the  846  first  cut  far  too  low,  about 

half  each  figure’s  height  below  where  the  “real''  date  is,  and  most  of  this 
first  cut  obliterated  except  around  bases  of  846.  Reverse  of  1844.  At  least 
one  other,  and  possibly  two  other,  varieties  exist  in  proof,  but  these  have 
not  been  available  for  scrutiny.  As  a date  R-5.  The  "overdates’  are  a little 
scarcer  than  the  others. 

1847.  Also  has  the  reverse  of  1844.  R-5. 

1848.  Same  reverse.  R-5. 

1849.  The  only  proof  I have  had  the  opportunity  to  examine  has  the  reverse  of 

1844,  and  the  obverse  is  struck  from  a very  worn  die.  Three  denticles  be- 
low 1 in  date  and  to  left  have  defects,  possibly  from  rust;  4 is  very  imper- 
fectly shaped.  Probably  a restrike,  which  would  make  this  entire  series  with 
the  1844  reverse  restrikes. 
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1850.  Die  cracked  through  850;  base  of  O recut.  Rev.  of  1844.  Original  proofs  of 

1849  and  1850,  if  any  exist,  are  presumably  ol  extreme  rarity,  and  will  not 
have  these  features. 

1851.  Original.  High  date.  R'8.  Perfect  dies.  (The  uncirculated  specimens  show’ 

traces  of  a very  faint  crack  through  some  letters  at  left,  at  tops.) 

Restrike.  Date  centered  in  held.  R6,  possibly  high  R5.  Proofs  only.  Reverse 
of  1858,  in  a very  late  stage;  two  arrows  join,  claws  almost  join,  traces  of 
unfinished  surface  (roughness)  only  between  upper  leaves  and  very  slight. 
The  lines  joining  AM  and  RI  have  faded  out.  Silver  and  copper. 

1852.  Original.  Proof  not  same  reverse  as  foregoing  (diagnostic) ; only  the  one  has 

been  seen,  and  it  is  in  ANS,  ex  J.  P.  Morgan  collection.  Three  or  four 
uncirculated  examples  are  known,  which  have  a different  reverse  die  from 
any  of  the  preceding;  this  is  logical,  since  three  reverses  were  cut  for  1852. 
As  proof,  R'8. 

Restrike.  Same  obverse.  Reverse  is  the  same  as  the  1851  restrike.  Silver  and 
copper.  R'6.  Proofs  only;  possibly  a little  scarcer  than  the  1851  restrike. 

1853.  No  originals  made  in  proof.  In  1864  or  1865  there  were  made  twelve  silver 

restrikes,  these  being  all  the  proofs  now  known  today  of  the  185  3 dollar,  and 
four  or  five  copper  ones.  Only  a single  pair  of  dies  used  for  the  restrikes, 
and  the  fact  that  an  1853  dollar  is  a proof  suffices  to  diagnose  it  as  one  of 
these.  R'7. 

1854.  Triangular  defect  above  and  to  right  of  5 in  date.  R-5,  about  equal  to  smaller 

silver. 

185  5.  Slanting  5’s,  knob  at  the  end  of  an  elaborate  curl.  R-4. 

1856.  The  5 in  date  open  and  less  slanting,  similar  to  1854.  Rev.  Line  over  1TE, 

another  between  ES.  R'4. 

1857.  Upright  5,  boldfaced,  with  heavy  knob;  heavy  faced  large  figures.  Rev.  Same 

as  1856.  Also  R'4.  I believe  that  these  last  four  dates  were  not  restruck, 
as  their  rarity  is  now  more  in  line  with  that  of  the  smaller  silver — as  might 
be  expected. 


GOLD  DOLLARS 

1849.  Type  I;  small  head,  without  L on  truncation.  Rev.  Open  wreath.  Two  stars 
beneath  head  heavily  recut.  This  pair  of  dies  is  only  known  in  proof, 
though  Type  I dollars  of  other  dies  exist  (and,  are  quite  rare)  in  other 
conditions.  R'7. 


30 


Dates  and  Die  Varieties  of  Coins  Known  in  Proof,  181 7-1857 


1854.  Type  I.  Probably  R'7.  Report  also  of  Type  II,  large  size,  feathered  head' 

dress. 

1855.  R 7 (?). 

1856.  Slanting  5.  R'7. 

1857.  R'7. 


QUARTER  EAGLES 


1821.  Only  the  one  variety;  2 distant  from  leaf,  fraction  bar  opposite  top  of  2; 
stem  end  over  upright  of  D.  As  proof  R'7.  Mint  Coll.;  Eliasberg  Coll. 

1824.  One  variety;  reverse  of  1821.  Mint  Collection. 

1825.  Two  varieties  of  the  regular  issue;  the  commoner  one  (Clapp  1)  has  the 

1821  reverse,  and  no  proofs  are  reported.  The  other  one  is  very  rare,  and 
one  or  two  proofs  have  been  seen.  Its  reverse  has  D close  to  wing;  2 close 
to  leaf.  Fraction  bar  opposite  center  of  2,  and  it  touches  the  denominator. 
Stem  end  over  right  curve  of  D.  Clapp  2. 

1826.  Rev.  of  the  second  variety  of  182  5.  One  or  two  proofs  reported,  none  seen. 

1827.  Possibly  R'8.  Only  one  seen,  one  or  two  others  reported. 

1829.  Kneass  borders,  reduced  size.  Small  date,  letters  and  head.  Only  one  variety. 

Two  or  three  proofs  known,  one  or  two  others  reported. 

1830.  Only  one  variety.  Same  comment;  proofs  of  rarity  about  the  same  as  1829. 

1831.  One  variety;  reverse  of  1830,  repolished.  Proofs  are  of  about  equal  rarity. 

1832.  One  variety;  same  reverse.  Only  one  or  two  proofs  reported. 

1833.  One  variety;  same  reverse.  Proofs  are  R'7. 

1834.  With  motto,  two  varieties.  The  proofs  are  from  the  commoner  (!)  dies; 

same  reverse  as  1830.  Recutting  shows  at  left  of  first  A and  I in  AMER' 
ICA,  as  serifs  and  part  of  an  upright.  (One  or  two,  not  proofs,  are  from 
a different  reverse,  without  these  features.)  The  proofs  are  R'7. 

Without  motto.  At  least  two,  possibly  three,  varieties  come  in  proof.  Low 
R'6.  Possibly  R'5. 

183  5.  Proofs  are  scarcer  of  this  date  than  of  1834.  R'6. 

1836.  Same  comment. 

.(i  !.  A 

1837.  Proofs  are  still  rarer;  possibly  R'7. 

1838.  39.  Have  never  seen  any  proofs  of  these  dates. 
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1840  through  48.  Proofs  are  known  of  all  these  dates.  The  1841  is  only  obtainable 
in  proof  or  impaired  proof;  live  specimens  are  accounted  for,  as  follows. 
(1)  Mint  Coll.  (2)  Mitehelson  Coll.,  now  in  Hartford  State  Library. 
(3)  Eliasberg  Coll.,  1949.  (4)  Specimen  in  the  Menjou  Sale.  (5)  An- 
other one  sold  in  California  in  1949.  The  proofs  of  the  other  dates  are  not 
much  commoner  than  the  1841,  but  they  are  not  as  highly  valued  because 
these  dates  are  generally  available  in  inferior  condition.  Actually,  it  would 
be  difficult  to  trace  as  many  as  five  specimens  of  some  of  these  dates. 

1849-54.  Have  seen  no  proofs  of  these  dates,  though  one  each  of  1849  and  1854  have 
been  reported. 

185  5.  One  or  two  reported. 

1856  Same  comment  and  provenance  as  last. 

1857.  One  or  two  reported. 

THREE  DOLLARS 

Small  letters  in  DOLLAR  on  all  of  this  date.  There  were  at  least  fifteen 
proofs  struck  in  April  18^4,  before  Congress  passed  the  law  authorizing  the 
design,  and  an  unknown  number  of  proofs  of  the  same  design  later  in  the 
year.  As  proof  R-6. 

As  proof  R-7.  Mint  and  Eliasberg  collections;  one  or  two  others  reported. 
Same  comment  and  provenance  as  last. 

Same  comment  and  provenance.  Obverse  die  of  proofs  same  as  that  of  1856. 
These  last  three  dates  appear  to  be  rarer  than  the  1858;  the  same  is  true 
of  all  the  gold  denominations. 

HALF  EAGLES 

Note:  It  is  very  probable  that  the  table  of  half-eagle  proofs  in  the  1820's  and  1830's 

is  far  from  complete.  Not  enough  specimens  of  the  rare  dates  have  been  made  avail- 
able for  study  in  any  condition,  much  less  in  proof. 

1820.  Curled  2,  small  letters.  Two  or  three  proofs  are  known. 

1821  Mint  Collection. 

1824.  Mint  Collection. 

1825.  Over  24.  Eliasberg,  ex  Earle  Sale. 

1827.  Mint  and  Eliasberg  collections.  One  or  two  others  reported. 

1828  over  27.  Eliasberg  Coll.  Reverse  same  as  1827. 

1829.  Reduced  size,  type  of  1830.  Newcomer  had  a proof  of  this,  ex  Parmelee  and 
Ten  Eyck. 


1854. 


185  5. 

1856. 

1857. 
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1830.  Small  5 D.  One  or  two  proofs  of  this  seen.  One  proof  reported  of  the  large 

5 D reverse,  not  seen. 

1831.  Proofs  exist  of  both  varieties;  large  and  small  D in  5 D.  The  small  D variety 

has  the  reverse  of  1830;  the  large  D is  atypical  and  probably  rarer. 

1832.  33.  Proofs  reported  of  both  years  but  none  have  been  seen  as  yet. 

1834.  Motto.  Three  die  varieties,  only  one  with  crosslet  4.  A proof  of  the  cross- 

let  4 variety  is  in  the  Eliasberg  collection.  One  or  two  others  have  been 
reported. 

No  motto.  At  least  two,  possibly  three,  die  varieties  known  of  the  proofs, 
all  with  plain  4.  High  R-5. 

1835.  Proofs  a little  rarer  than  preceding,  but  not  much  rarer. 

1836.  Same  comment. 

1837-39.  Have  not  seen  any  authentic  proofs  of  these  dates. 

1840-48.  Proofs  are  known  of  all  these  years;  specimens  are  in  the  Mint  Coll.  R-7. 
1849-54.  No  proofs  seen  or  reported.  (But  see  page  12.) 

1855,  56,  57.  One  or  two  reported  of  each  year.  The  only  one  I have  seen  is  the 
1857  in  the  Eliasberg  collection. 

EAGLES 

1804.  Plain  4.  Date  punches  same  as  those  on  the  dollar  of  1804.  AW23,  23a.  Gold 
and  silver  proofs.  R-8  and  R-7,  respectively.  A restrike. 

1838,  1839.  Both  dates  R-8.  The  Eliasberg  1839  proof  has  large  letters  as  in  1838. 

184048.  A few  proofs  are  known  of  each  date;  specimens  are  in  the  Mint  Coll. 

1849-54.  No  proofs  seen  or  reported. 

185  5-57.  One  or  two  reported  of  each  year;  one  1857  in  Eliasberg  collection.  It  is 
evident  that  these  dates  are  at  least  as  rare  as  the  1858  in  proof. 

DOUBLE  EAGLES 

1849.  The  Mint  Collection  specimen  is  a proof.  What  happened  to  the  other  seven 

or  eight  pieces  struck  is  problematical,  although  it  is  known  that  one  of 
them  went  to  W.  M.  Meredith,  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  (the  same 
one  whose  portrait  appears  on  many  10-cent  fractional  currency  notes). 

R.  Coulton  Davis  had  a brass  firegilt  proof,  which  is  illustrated  on  the 

Woodside  Collection  (1892)  plates,  but  which  is  not  now  located. 

1850.  J.  B.  Longacre  owned  a proof  of  this  date,  first  of  the  regular  issue;  but  its 

present  location  is  now  unknown. 

1854-57.  No  proofs  seen  or  reported  from  the  Philadelphia  mint. 
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RESTRIKES  OF  THE  THREE  DOLLAR  GOLDPIECES 

It  has  been  a commonplace  for  many  years  to  remark  that  the  Mint  records  for 
the  three'dollar  goldpieces  of  1873  and  1875  must  have  been  confused,  because  1873 
is  not  nearly  as  rare  as  the  coinage  figure  of  25  specimens  would  indicate,  and  at  least 
31  specimens  of  the  1875  are  known  out  of  a reported  coinage  of  20.  Nevertheless, 
in  spite  of  much  search,  nothing  in  the  Archives  has  been  found  which  would 
account  for  these  differences.  This  is  all  the  more  striking  when  it  is  recalled  that 
the  silver  and  gold  proof  accounts  (in  the  1880’s)  in  the  Archives  exhibit  quite 
different  figures,  for  almost  all  denominations,  from  those  published  by  the  Director 
of  the  Mint  some  years  back.  One  would  expect  that  some  explanation  of  these 
much  more  obvious  differences  would  be  found. 

The  explanation  has  been  found,  but  in  an  entirely  different  quarter.  In  1951 
I first  expressed  the  belief  that  the  1873  and  1875  had  been  restruck,  but  was  not 
then  able  to  provide  proof.  Early  in  1953  I had  the  opportunity  of  going  over  the 
Eliasberg  collection,  which  included  both  dates  in  proof.  I made  note  of  the  die 
varieties  of  the  three  dollar  proofs  from  1854  to  1889,  and  afterwards  compared 
my  findings  on  the  1873  and  1875  with  the  coins  now  in  ANS,  which  are  known 
to  be  originals.  (The  ANS  proofs,  ex  J.  P.  Morgan,  originally  came  from  a collector 
who  had  gotten  them  in  sets  from  the  Mint  in  the  year  of  issue.)  The  results  were 
conclusive,  and  are  reproduced  below. 

1873.  No.  1.  ANS,  ex  Morgan. 

Obverse.  The  die  of  1874.  Scratch  in  die  extends  from  upper  left  serif  of  F in  OF. 
Bases  of  that  F are  very  thin.  First  S in  STATES  perfect.  (On  the  1874  proofs  with 
this  same  obverse,  the  scratch  is  the  same,  but  the  first  S fills  up;  this  progressive  die 
failure  is  even  more  obvious  on  the  1875’s,  which  have  the  same  obverse.)  Die 
shallowly  cut;  very  little  of  the  JBF  on  truncation  is  visible. 

Reverse.  The  edgewise  leaf  left  of  date  is  visible  only  as  an  extremely  thin,  detached 
wisp,  slightly  thicker  near  its  upper  end  than  below  or  above.  Right  terminal  tassel 
(at  top  of  right  branch  of  wreath)  mostly  of  faint  dots.  Straight  vertical  scratch  in 
die  from  left  end  of  horizontal  bar  of  A in  DOLFARS  to  between  73. 

1873.  No.  2. 

Obverse.  The  die  of  1872  in  a very  late  stage.  Dished;  convex  field  on  coin.  This 
die  is  distinguished  by  a plain  double  outline  from  lower  bead  to  vertex  of  angle 
between  chin  and  neck,  and  on  the  back  of  the  head.  Denticles  widely  spaced. 
Double  outlines  on  right  sides  of  ITE.  Shadowy  unfinished  area  (defective,  because 
die  did  not  take  polish  there)  within  extreme  right  of  lower  loop  of  first  S in 
STATES,  visible  wfith  a glass.  A in  STATES  perfect;  first  A in  AMERICA  ini' 
perfect  (unfinished  area)  within  triangle  and  lower  trapezoid  (faintly);  last  A in 
AMERICA  imperfect  within  its  triangle.  Note:  The  1872  obverse  is  not  found  on 
any  other  coin  of  later  date. 
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Reverse.  Similar  to  No.  1,  hut  it  is  impossible  to  tell  if  this  is  the  same  die.  Dished, 
showing  eoncave  field  on  coin.  Badly  rusted;  denticles  widely  spaced,  evidently  from 
regrinding  of  die  which  wore  them  down.  Insides  of  bows  gone;  edgewise  leaf 
left  of  date  missing  except  for  its  very  tip;  very  faint  reeutting  on  upper  knob  of 
large  3 (of  value)  visible  under  a glass;  cotton  bolls  left  and  right  of  that  digit 
are  flat  and  without  detail  owing  to  die  wear.  Date  from  same  punches  as  were 
used  to  make  the  1883  reverse;  not  as  heavy  as  in  1872  or  1874. 

It  would  be  belaboring  the  obvious  to  call  the  No.  2 a restrike. 

1875.  No.  1.  ANS  ex  Morgan. 

Obverse.  The  1874  die  again,  with  the  first  S filled  up,  and  the  scratch  from  F now 
faint  but  still  visible  with  a glass.  No  rust  or  convexing  or  other  defects.  Note- 
This  die  was  not  used  with  any  later-dated  reverse. 

Reverse.  The  two  long  curved  edgewise  leaves  left  and  right  of  date  are  perfect. 
Heavy  point  on  bottom  of  upper  serif  of  final  S in  DOLLARS;  small  lump  on  curve 
of  S just  below  that  point  (requires  a strong  glass).  Spine  upwards  from  one  of  the 
five-lobed  ornaments  (°)  at  left;  plain  scratch  in  die  runs  close  to  denticles  at  upper 
right,  above  the  two  lower  maple  leaves.  Reeutting  within  the  large  3.  Much 
roughness  within  left  ribbon  bow;  right  one  mostly  clear,  more  than  in  1874. 

Dies  perfect.  Original;  20  coined,  Feb.  13,  1875. 

1875.  No.  2. 

Obverse.  Same  as  No.  1,  in  more  worn  condition. 

Reverse.  Probably  the  same  as  No.  1,  but  somewhat  retooled  and  very  much  im- 
paired by  wear  and  rust.  Reeutting  on  both  inside  and  outside  of  large  3.  Plain 
rust  spots  on  OL  (right-hand  thick  part  a little  above  center  on  the  O;  near  top  of 
upright  on  the  L.).  Imperfections  on  S in  DOLLARS  as  on  No.  1.  Lower  wreath 
very  flat  from  wear  on  the  die.  Lowest  of  three  maple  leaves  at  left  flat,  without 
detail,  from  same  cause.  Right  ribbons  and  much  of  right  wreath  show  traces  of 
reeutting,  most  plain  at  edges  of  devices,  which  show  double  outlines. 

I think  that  no  further  demonstration  is  necessary  here,  either.  It  would  be 
unsafe  to  conclude  that  the  restriking  of  both  dates  happened  at  the  same  time; 
more  likely  these  pieces  were  clandestinely  restruek  in  limited  quantities,  in  different 
years,  as  individual  orders  came  in.  The  dished  1873  has  been  repeatedly  observed 
but  its  significance  was  not  earlier  known. 

The  remark  that  these  restrikes  were  clandestine  acquires  force  from  (Col. 
Archibald  Loudon)  Snowden’s  published  interview  with  Ebenezer  Mason,  which 
included,  among  other  things,  the  statement  that  all  old  hubs  and  dies  had  been 
destroyed  in  1868,  and  that  all  dated  dies  were  destroyed  in  his  presence  at  the  end 
of  each  calendar  year.  Now  the  die  accounts  for  this  period  still  survive  in  the 
Archives,  i.e.  for  proofs,  and  the  statement  was  given  out  that  only  a single  pair 
of  dies  for  proof  three-dollar  pieces  in  each  of  these  years  of  the  seventies  had  been 
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made;  this  is  corroborated  by  the  accounts,  which  were  a sembprivate  transaction  be' 
tween  the  Coiner  and  the  Superintendent  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint.  The  existence 
ot  the  four  welbmarked  die  varieties  above  gives  the  lie  to  the  Coiner’s  account  of 
dies  made  (and  destroyed);  just  as  the  existence  of  a good  number  of  specimens  of 
both  dates  over  and  above  the  2 5 and  20  respectively  reported  as  coined  gives  the 
lie  to  the  Coiner's  account  of  proofs  struck.  Therefore,  we  have  two  possible  ways 
to  account  for  these  extra  coins  with  the  rusty  dies.  Either  they  were  pieces 
clandestinely  manufactured  late  in  each  year  after  the  20  or  25  proof  sets  had  been 
issued  (and  the  proof  sets  generally  came  out  between  February  and  April  in  each 
year),  or  else  they  were  made  after  the  year  of  issue,  hence  restrikes  in  the  technical 
sense  of  that  term.  In  either  sense,  they  constitute  an  unreported  and  extradegal 
issue  of  coins,  made  for  private  gain  on  the  part  of  the  Coiner  or  Superintendent  or 
both,  and  made  without  the  knowledge  of  the  Director,  the  Treasury  Dept.,  or 
anyone  else  outside  the  Philadelphia  Mint.  The  legal  coins  are  patently  those  20  or 
2 5 found  in  the  original  proof  sets,  such  as  the  Morgan' ANS  coins,  these  were  issued 
early  in  the  year  and  are  of  the  varieties  1 have  designated  No.  1 of  each  year.  Those 
I have  designated  as  No.  2 of  each  year  must  have  come  much  later,  judging  by  the 
amount  ot  rust  on  the  dies.  These,  therefore,  are  the  clandestine  coins — the  re' 
strikes,  for  short.  And  having  this  kind  of  origin,  it  is  obvious  why  no  mention  of 
them  can  be  found  in  the  Archives.  A very  similar  occurrence,  an  equally  good 
example  of  the  same  thing,  is  provided  by  the  1884  and  1885  trade  dollars,  except 
that  they  may  well  have  been  struck  within  the  year  of  date. 

It  is  very  possible  that  still  further  examples  of  restriking  will  be  found  in  series 
where  no  restriking  had  been  earlier  suspected.  Naturally,  a coin’s  status  as  original 
or  restrike  is  independent  of  its  actual  rarity,  and  in  some  cases  is  independent  of 
its  value  to  collectors.  The  prime  examples  might  be  the  1804  (plain  4)  eagle,  which 
is  semi'unique  in  gold,  and  as  a proof  (!)  worth  many  times  the  price  of  the  uiv 
circulated  originals  with  crosslet  4;  or  perhaps  the  1831  half 'Cent  with  small  berries,  of 
which  only  two  are  known  despite  a record  of  twelve  having  been  made.  This 
latter  coin  is  many  times  rarer  than  the  original  1831,  and  brings  a correspondingly 
higher  price  although  an  obvious  restrike.  Those  Gobrechts  which  are  obvious  re' 
strikes  (starless  1836’s,  starred'reverse  1838’s  and  1 8 3 9’s,  plaiivedged  1 8 3 8’s  and 
1 8 3 9’s,  etc)  bring  prices  hundreds  of  dollars  above  those  of  the  originals.  The  same 
may  eventually  prove  to  be  the  case  with  these  threes,  though  as  yet  no  statements 
about  the  respective  rarity  of  the  varieties  can  be  more  than  guesswork. 
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A.  20£  silver  proofs  1875-78 


Quarter 


1875 

1 

On  hand 

None 

2 

On  hand 

None 

Struck 

1950 

. . . 1950 

Delivered 

1000 

1000 

3 

On  hand 

950 

Struck 

840 

...  840 

1790 

2790  Total  struck 

Delivered 

1200 

1200 

4 

On  hand 

590 

2200  total  delivered 

1876 

1 

On  hand 

590 

Carried  over  from  last  year 

Struck 

360 

...  360 

950 

Delivered 

700 

2 

On  hand 

250 

Struck 

900 

...  900 

1150 

1260  Total  struck 

3 

No  transact. 

4 

On  hand 

1150 

Delivered 

700 

1877 

1 

On  hand 

450 

Carried  over  from  1876 

Struck 

350 

. . . 3 50,  being  all  struck  in  that  year 

800 

Delivered 

400 

2 

On  hand 

400 

3 

No  transact. 

4 

Delivered 

110 

1878 

1 

On  hand 

290 

Carried  over  from  1877 

Struck  760  . . . 760,  being  all  struck  in  that  year 

1050 

Delivered  600 

2 On  hand  450 


All  of  these  450  coins  were  destroyed  6/29/78  upon  notification  that  the  denomination  had 
been  abolished  by  Congress. 
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RECAPITULATION. 


OO 

-J 

'-n 

Struck 

2790 

Delivered 

2200 

1876 

Struck 

1260 

Delivered 

1400 

Not 

all, 

necessarily,  dated 

1877 

Struck 

350 

Delivered 

510 

Not 

all 

dated 

1877 

1878 

Struck 

760 

Delivered 

600 

Not 

all 

dated 

1878 

Melted 

450 

By  the  act  of  Feb.  1873  no  dies  of  last  or  previous  years  could  be  used;  consequently  I 
conclude  that  amounts  specified  as  STRUCK  were  actually  dated  as  of  the  current  year.  This 
revision  of  the  figures  may  have  fairly  important  consequences  on  rarity  ratings. 

B.  Trade  dollar  proofs,  1873-85. 

The  total  quantities  struck  during  each  calendar  year  may  be  ascertained  from  the  1887 
Report  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  which  gives  the  quantities  coined,  both  reg.  business  strikes 
at  all  three  mints  and  the  proofs  from  Philadelphia  for  each  month  from  coinage  initiation  July 
1873  until  December  1883.  We  reprinted  this  tabulation  earlier.  In  all  cases  except  one  the 
figures  there  obtained  correspond  exactly  to  the  previously  published  reports;  the  exception  here 
is  that  only  510  (not  710)  proofs  were  reported  struck  in  1877;  the  published  figure  of  710  may 
have  been  erroneously  obtained  by  including  200  regular  strikes  along  with  400  proofs  of  February. 
This  is  confirmation  only  for  yearly  figures  1873-78  and  not  for  all  of  these;  1879tf  some  of  the 
yearly  figures  were  put  down  with  the  other  silver  proof  accountings  at  the  December  31  tabula- 
tions of  proofs,  but  detailed  accounts  of  striking  of  Trade  proofs  can  be  found  only  in  the 
'Medal  Account  Book”,  supposedly  with  other  Phila.  Mint  records  in  the  Archives,  but  not 
actually  located.  There  is  no  record  anywhere  of  the  1884-5  proof  trade  dollars,  and  the  impression 
(first  noted  in  the  1909-10  NUMISMATISTs ) that  the  1884-5  were  a product  of  private  enter- 
prise, is  strengthened  by  this  unprecedented  absence  of  record.  The  only  comparable  coin  to  my 
knowledge  is  the  1913  Lib.hd.  5b — w-hich  is  unrecorded  for  probably  similar  reasons. 

C.  SILVER  COINS  OTHER  THAN  ,51  TRADE  AND  20C 

N.B.  To  save  space  abbreviations  will  be  used  as  follows;  O.H.  means  ON  HAND  at  the 
beginning  of  the  quarter  year  indicated.  S means  STRUCK  (pieces)  during  the  quarter  year 
indicated;  similarly  D means  DELIVERED.  Deliveries  took  place  quarterly  or  more  often,  from 
the  Coiner  to  the  Supt.  in  Phila.  Here  as  elsewhere  the  accounts  are  by  the  Coiner.  N.T.  means 
no  transactions  with  proofs  in  the  quarter.  Prefixed  1,  2,  3 or  4 before  the  OH,  D or  S means 
1st,  2nd,  3rd  or  4th  quarter  of  the  calendar  year  respectively. 


$1  sil 

.-><»<• 

TV 

l <v 

1873 

Records  only  for  4th  quarter. 

4 

OH 

100 

200 

500 

S 

150 

40 

250 

240 

500 

D 

200 

200 

200 

1874 

1 

OH 

50 

40 

300 

5<V 

2 V 

10<* 

S 

400 

520 

400 

Recap : 1 

S 

400 

520 

400 

450 

560 

700 

2 

S 

250 

70 

D 

400 

400 

400 

3 

S 

100 

260 

300 

2 

OH 

50 

160 

300 

Total 

750 

850 

700 

S 

250 

70 

300 

230 

300 

D 

200 

200 

200 

3 

OH 

100 

30 

100 

S 

100 

260 

300 

200 

290 

400 

D 

50 

50 

50 

4 

OH 

150 

240 

350 

D 

50 

50 

50 
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.Si  si 

i 1 5(ty 

I'm- 

10<* 

$1.00 

50<* 

'£~>C 

loe 

1875 

1 

OH 

100 

190 

300 

Recap : 1 S 

450 

550 

700 

S 

450 

550 

700 

3 S 

200 

80 

550 

740 

1000 

Total 

650 

630 

700 

D 

500 

500 

500 

2 

OH  (N.T.) 

50 

240 

500 

3 

S 

200 

80 

250 

320 

500 

D 

200 

200 

200 

4 

OH  (N.T.) 

50 

120 

300 

1876 

1 

OH 

50 

120 

300 

S 

580 

630 

750 

Recap : 1 S 

580 

630 

750 

630 

750 

1050 

2 S 

940 

780 

500 

D 

450 

450 

450 

Total 

1520 

1410 

1250 

2 

OH 

180 

300 

600 

S 

940 

780 

500 

1120 

1080 

1100 

D 

400 

400 

400 

3 

OH 

720 

680 

700 

D 

200 

200 

200 

4 

OH 

520 

480 

500 

D 

100 

100 

100 

1877 

1 

OH 

420 

380 

400 

S 

550 

880 

490 

Recap : 1 S 

580 

880 

490 

970 

1260 

890 

which  are 

all  that  were 

made 

D 

400 

400 

400 

2 

OH 

570 

860 

490 

3 

N.T. 

4 

D 

110 

110 

110 

460 

750 

380 

On  hand  end  of 

1877, 

carried 

over  into  first 

quarter  of  1878. 

1878  1 OH 

S 

460 

820 

750 

1232 

380 

750 

Recap:  1 S 
2 S 

700 
300  - 

820 

1232  750 

700 

D 

700 

500 

1280 

600 

1982 

600 

1130 

600 

1000 

820 

1232?  750 

2 OH 

S 

200 

300 

680 

1382 

530 

See  below 

Dollars  — 700 

probably 

the  8 

tail-feathers 

D 200  200  200  variety.  300  7 feathers.  Mint  Collection  got 

3 OH  N.T.  500  480  1182  330  2 eight-feather  proofs  March  7,  1878 — prob- 


4 D 50  ably  from  initial  coinage  of  700  proofs. 


1 

OH 

450 

480 

1182 

330  1 S 

250 

250 

250 

250 

S 

250 

250 

250 

250  1/  1-3/1/79  2 S 

500 

120 

1650 

700 

730 

1432 

580  4 s 

250 

D 

200 

200 

200 

200 

750 

620 

250 

1900 

2 

OH 

500 

530 

1232 

380  ^ t Melted 

1 00 

3 32 

1130 

S 

500 

120 

1650  3/1-6/ 30/79  Extant 

650 

620 

? 

770 

1000 

650 

1232 

2030  N.B.  probably  ail  < 

ar  most 

of  the 

332  quarters 

D 

250 

250 

250 

250  melted  were  dated 

1878, 

and  on 

ly  about  900 

3 

OH 

750 

400 

982 

i joq  of  that  date  presu 

mably 

remain. 

D 

100 

100 

100 

100 

4 

OH 

650 

300 

882 

1680 

S 

250 

650 

550 

882 

1680 

D 

550 

550 

550 

550 

Vault  Acct. 

100 

332 

1130 
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!i 

>1  Mil 

50<* 

10^ 

$1.00 

r><v 

2o<* 

10* 

1880 

1 OH  None. 

1 S 

750 

1000 

1000 

1000 

S 

750 

1000 

1000 

1000 

2 S 

590 

400 

460 

355 

D 

600 

600 

600 

600 

4 S 

100 

— 

— 

200 

2 OH 

150 

400 

400 

400 

1440 

1400 

1460 

1555 

S 

590 

400 

460 

355 

Melted 

85 

45 

105 

200 

740 

800 

860 

755 

Extant 

1355 

1355 

1355 

1355 

D 

500 

500 

500 

500 

3 OHN.T. 

240 

300 

360 

255 

4 S 

100 

200 

340 

300 

360 

455 

D 

255 

255 

255 

255 

Vault  Acct. 

85 

45 

105 

200 

1881 

1 OH  None. 

S 

700 

650 

625 

675 

1 S 

700 

650 

625 

675 

D 

500 

500 

500 

500 

2 S 

40 

75 

100 

50 

2 OH 

200 

150 

125 

175 

4 S 

349 

350 

420 

460 

S 

40 

75 

100 

50 

1089 

1075 

1145 

1185 

240 

225 

225 

225 

Melted 

105 

100 

170 

210 

D 

203 

200 

200 

200 

Extant 

984 

975 

975 

975 

3 OHN.T. 

37 

25 

25 

25 

4 S 

349 

3 50 

420 

460 

386 

375 

445 

485 

D 

281 

275 

275 

275 

Vault  Acct. 

105 

100 

170 

210 

1882 

1 S 

750 

770 

780 

760 

OH,  none.  1 S 

750 

770 

780 

760 

D 

701 

700 

700 

700 

2 S 

101 

110 

100 

180 

2 OH 

49 

70 

80 

60 

3 S 

100 

40 

80 

S 

101 

110 

100 

180 

4 S 

200 

160 

190 

105 

150 

180 

180 

240 

1151 

1080 

1150 

1045 

D 

100 

100 

100 

100 

Melted 

50 

40? 

70? 

45? 

3 OH 

50 

80 

80 

140 

Extant 

1101 

1040? 

1080? 

1000? 

S 

100 

40 

80 

150 

120 

160 

140 

Astounding  errors  in  arithmetic  i 

mentioned  in 

D 

100 

100 

100 

100 

article.  Evidently  the 

Coiner 

simply 

omitted  fact 

4 OH 

50 

80! 

80! 

140! 

of  any  3rd  quarter 

striking  and/ 

or  deliveries. 

S 

200 

160 

190 

105 

Error  doesn't  affect  number  actually  struck, 

but  if 

250 

240! 

270! 

245! 

the  corrections  be  performed 

it  will 

be  seen  that 

D 

200 

200 

200 

200 

the  Dec.  31  delivery  figs,  are  impossible- 

—can’t 

50 

40! 

70! 

45! 

subtract  200  from  180  $'/2  s 

or  145 

dimes. 

1883 

1 S 

650 

675 

660 

690 

OH,  none. 

D 

619 

619 

619 

619 

Recap  :1  S 

650 

675 

660 

690 

2 OH 

31 

56 

41 

71 

2 S 

195 

210 

240 

242 

S 

195 

210 

240 

242 

3 S 

50 

50 

40 

60 

4 S 

175 

140 

1 54 

102 

226 

266 

281 

313 

D 

200 

200 

200 

200 

1070 

1075 

1094 

1094 

3 OH 

26 

66 

81 

113 

Melted 

31 

36 

65? 

45? 

S 

50 

50 

40 

60 

Extant 

1039 

1039 

1029? 

1049? 

76 

116 

121 

173 

D 

50 

50 

50 

50 

Probably 

1094 

1094 

4 OH 

26 

66 

81! 

113  1 

again,  same  error 

55 

55 

S 

175 

140 

154 

102 

as  in  1882. 

1039 

1039 

201 

206 

235! 

215i 

D 

170 

170 

170 

170 

Vault  Acct. 

31 

36 

65! 

45  ! 
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.51  sil 

r>o<* 

25<* 

10<* 

51.00 

r>o<> 

25<* 

10<* 

1 s 

560 

590 

570 

580 

1 

S 

560 

590 

570 

580 

D 

510 

510 

510 

510 

2 

S 

210 

240 

240 

250 

2 OH 

50 

80 

60 

70 

4 

S 

150 

114 

133 

95 

S 

210 

240 

240 

250 

920 

944 

943 

925 

260 

3 20 

300 

3 20 

Melted 

45 

69 

68 

50 

D 

200 

200 

200 

200 

Extant 

875 

875 

875 

875 

3 OHN.T. 

60 

120 

100 

120 

4 S 

150 

114 

133 

95 

210 

234 

233 

215 

D 

165 

165 

165 

165 

Vault  Acct. 

45 

69 

68 

50 

1885 

1 S 

D 

2 OH 

S 

475 

400 

75 

120 

450 

400 

50 

108 

440 

400 

40 

170 

460 

400 

60 

625 

1 

2 

3 

4 

S 

S 

S 

S 

475 

120 

40 

298 

450 

108 

60 

320 

440 

170 

40 

300 

460 

625 

195 

158 

210 

685 

933 

938 

950 

1085 

D 

150 

150 

150 

150 

Melted 

3 

8 

20 

155 

3 OH 

45 

8 

60 

535 

Extant 

930 

930 

930 

930 

S 

40 

60 

40 



85 

68 

100 

535 

D 

50 

50 

50 

50 

4 OH 

35 

18 

50 

485 

S 

298 

320 

300 

333 

338 

3 50 

485 

D 

330 

'330 

330 

330 

Vault  Acct. 

3 

8 

20 

155 

1886 

1 S 

410 

400 

390 

420 

1 

S 

410 

400 

390 

420 

D 

360 

360 

360 

360 

2 

S 

155 

155 

177 

139 

2 OH 

50 

40 

30 

60 

3 

S 

1 10 

110 

98 

136 

S 

155 

155 

177 

139 

4 

S 

216 

221 

221 

231 

205 

195 

207 

199 

891 

886 

886 

926 

D 

165 

165 

165 

165 

Melted 

5 

40 

3 OH 

40 

30 

42 

34 

Extant 

886 

886 

886 

886 

S 

110 

110 

98 

136 

150 

140 

140 

170 

D 

100 

100 

100 

100 

4 OH 

50 

40 

40 

70 

S 

216 

221 

221 

231 

266 

261 

261 

301 

D 

261 

261 

261 

261 

Vault  Acct. 

5 

40 

1887 

1 OH  none. 

Recap : 

1 

S 

450 

440 

400 

420 

S 

450 

440 

400 

420 

2 

s 

105 

75 

145 

120 

D 

380 

380 

380 

380 

4 

s 

155 

195 

165 

170 

2 OH 

70 

60 

20 

40 

Extant 

710 

710 

710 

710 

S 

105 

75 

145 

120 

175 

135 

165 

160 

D 

90 

90 

90 

90 

3 OH 

85 

45 

75 

70 

D 

40 

40 

40 

40 

4 OH 

45 

5 

3 5 

30 

4 S 

155 

195 

165 

170 

200 

200 

200 

200 

D 

200 

200 

200 

200 

Vault  a/c  None. 
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$1  Nil 

r>o<> 

25<* 

lO^ 

1888 

1 S 6?  D 

400 

400 

400 

400 

2 NT. 

3 s y D 

100 

100 

100 

100 

4 S & D 

300 

300 

300 

300 

Vault 

a/c  None. 

800 

800 

800 

800 

Total 

struck  G?  extant 

1889 

1 S&D 

300 

300 

300 

300 

Further  reports  missing. 

D. 

GOLD  PROOFS. 

Reports  begin  with  the  4th 

quarter  of  1873.  For  $3  discussion  see  E. 

$*>o  $10 

$5 

*3 

*2% 

1873 

4 N T.  No 

carryover  (proofs  never  stocked 

or 

carried  over  in  gold 

until 

1884. 

Un 

less  otherwise 

noted 

all  the 

gold 

proofs  were 

delivered  in  the 

same 

quarter  to  the  Supt.) 

1874 

1 S 2/14 

20  20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

All  D in  1st  quarter. 

1875 

1 S 2/13 

20  20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

Do. 

There  is  consequently  no 

explanation 

for  1875  Dir.  Report  figures 

“made  and 

sold  22  gold  proof  sets”, 
1874  included. 

unless  two 

1876 

1 S 2/19 

20  20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

One  account  omits  this  June  13  de- 

2 S 6/13 

25  25 

25 

25 

25 

25 

livery.  45  sold  in  fiscal 

year— Dir. 

45  45 

45 

45 

45 

45 

Report.  (All  accounts  so 

many  sold 

are  from  Dir.  Report  and  mean  in 
fiscal  year — July-June.) 


1877 

1 

2 

S 

S 

2/24 

5/31 

10 

10 

20 

10 

10 

20 

10 

10 

20 

10 

10 

20 

10 

10 

20 

10 

10 

20 

“28  sold” — Dir.  Report. 

D,  June  2. 

1878 

1 

S 

2/9 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

“20  sold”. 

1879 

1 

s 

1/25 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

“Made  26,  sold  17”. 

4 

s 

11/22 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

30 

30 

30 

30 

30 

30 

1880 

1 

s 

2/14 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

“31  sold” 

3 

S Sept. 

16 

16 

16 

16 

16 

16 

D,  Oct.  2. 

36 

36 

36 

36 

36 

36 

1881 

1 

S 

40 

40 

40 

50 

40 

60 

2/19,  struck,  “40  sets.”  D,  3/26/81. 

2 

S 

4 

1 

1 

— 

9 

— 

“36  sold” — Director’s  Report. 

3 

S 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

1 

10 

4 

S 

17 

1 

1 

4 

1 

17 

61 

42 

42 

54 

51 

87 

1882 

1 

s 

27 

25 

28 

42 

33 

58 

25  sets  Feb.  4,  15  on  Aug.  12. 

2 

s 

2 

2 

4 

8 

1 

24 

“34  sold.” — Dir.  Report. 

3 

s 

20 

16 

16 

17 

25 

31 

4 

s 

10 

1 

— 

9 

8 

12 

59 

44 

48 

76 

67 

125 

42 
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$•,>0 

$10 

$•> 

$.3 

$‘■2  Va 

$i<; 

1883 

1 S 

43 

41 

42 

53 

45 

70 

Feb.  10,  40  sets.  “36  sold.” 

2 S 

15 

5 

14 

11 

14 

29 

3 S 

13 

3 

3 

7 

10 

26 

1874'89,  no  record  of  any  in  VAULT 

4 S 

21 

— 

2 

18 

13 

82 

A/C  or  melted;  presumably  all  de* 

92 

49 

61 

89 

82 

207 

livered. 

“36  sets  sold.”  30  made  1/19/84,  rest 

1884 

1 S 

42 

34 

38 

72 

43 

183 

of  first  quarter  coins  2/29/84.  2nd 

2 S 

12 

4 

8 

13 

9 

196 

quarter  coins  6/28/84. 

3 S Sept. 

5 

1 

1 

— 

4 

174 

D Oct.  4. 

4 S Dec. 

12 

6 

1 

21 

17 

453 

D 1/10/85  (holdover). 

71 

45 

48 

106 

73 

1006 

“30  sets  sold.”  30  sets  made  Jan.  17. 

1885 

1 S 

3 5 

33 

35 

34* 

41 

248 

The  number  of  three^dollar  pieces  on 

2 S 

5 

— 

1 

15 

11 

106 

the  quarterly  reports  is  too  small;  it 

3 S 

3 

5 

1 

4 

4 

111 

should  read,  instead,  54  for  the  1st 

4 S 

3 5 

29 

29 

37 

31 

640 

quarter  and  total  therefore  110,  which 

78 

67 

66 

90* 

87 

1105 

jibes  with  one  other  account,  the 
Monthly  one. 

1886 

1 S 

31 

27 

32 

47 

41 

204 

“24  sets  sold.”  25  sets  made  in  Feb. 

2 S 

15 

6 

7 

13 

10 

112 

3 S 

15 

7 

12 

28 

13 

270 

4 S 

45 

20 

21 

54 

24 

430 

106 

60 

72 

142 

88 

1016 

1887 

1 S&D 

26 

25 

25 

55 

45 

227 

All  in  March.  “3  5 sets  sold.” 

2 OH,  None. 

2 S 

28 

25 

27 

42 

34 

375 

D 

28 

15 

17 

30 

22 

266 

3 OH 

— 

10 

10 

12 

12 

109 

S 

10 

— • 

— 

3 

3 

— 

10 

10 

10 

15 

15 

109 

D 

10 

10 

10 

15 

15 

105 

4 OH 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

S 

57 

30 

35 

60 

40 

441 

D:  All 

57 

30 

35 

60 

40 

445 

Extant : 

121 

80 

87 

160 

1 22 

1043 

1888 

1 S&D 

40 

30 

30 

50* 

40 

170 

“52  sets  sold.”  Note  opposite  2/29/88: 

2 S 

16 

12 

25 

235 

12 

537 

“One  full  proof  set  exchanged  for 

D 

16 

12 

25 

35 

12 

337 

cabinet  coins  . . .” 

D to  Medal 

Clerk 

200 

200 

— for  exchanges,  7/19/1888. 

3 OH  (Sept.) 

None. 

S 6?  D 

20 

20 

20 

— 

20 

— 

All  struck  in  September. 

4 S&D 

26 

10 

19 

— 

20 

250 

$3.00  pieces  should  read:  1st  Quarter, 

Extant: 

102 

72 

94 

285* 

92 

957 

56  struck  and  delivered.  Total  291. 

1889 

1 OH.  S,  D— None. 

2 Account 

missing  except  < 

coinage 

figures  for 

June: 

S June 

28 

35 

26 

35 

26 

825 
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Proof  Coins  Struck  by  the  U.  S.  Mint 


E.  $3  GOLDPIECES. 


Coinage  officially  started  5/1/1854,  first  delivery 
coins”  enclosed  in  a letter  of  the  Director  to  the  Sec' 


the  design. 


Year  Period 

1854  5/8 

12 
19 
25 
31 
6/8 
11/10 


Cal.  Yr. 
Amount  Report 

23140 
29181 
15740 
13472 
z 2 3 1 5 
1 2050 

22740  138618 


Fiscal  Proofs 
Yr.  Rpt.  Report 


May  8.  Before,  April  28,  15  “specimen 
y of  the  Treasury  to  induce  approval  of 


Rema  rks 


1855 

2/27 

1 1170 

4/30 

19361 

6/20 

9281 

27 

10743 

50555 

1856 

4/12 

16317 

30 

9693 

26010 

1857 

1 

2 

6/19 

8/7 

12/28 

7832 

1 1050 
2009 

20891 

7832 

1858 

1 

13059 

2 

8/26 

213  3 

2133 

1859 

1 

9391 

11524 

2 

6247 

15638 

1860 

1 

7155 

13402 

2 

— 

7155 

1861 

1 

6072 

6072 

2 

6072 

1862 

1 

5785 

5785 

2 

5785 

By  the  Act  of  2/21/57,  the  Director’s 
report  must  he  made  for  1856  only  for 
the  1st  6 mos.  and  thereafter  only  to 
cover  the  year  Julyl — June  30.  The 
analysis  here  presented  breaks  down  the 
calendar  year  figures  into  halves:  with' 
out  other  notation,  1 means  first  half 
year  and  2 means  second,  i.e.  July-Dee. 
The  figure  under  FISCAL  will  be  the 
sum  of  that  year’s  coinage  in  ( 1 ) and 
last  year’s  in  (2),  while  that  under 
CALENDAR  is  sum  of  both  of  one 
year.  Example — Calendar  1859  = 9391 
+ 6247  — 15638;  Fiscal  1859  = 2133 
+ 9391  = 1 1524. 


1863  1 39  39  Were  these  39  proofs? 

2 5000  5039 


1864  1 490  5490 

2 2190  2680 


1865  1 1 165  3355  (No  verification  of  1865-73  figures  in 

2 ■ 1165 25 Archives  documents). 

1866  1 4030  4030 

2 4030  30 


1867  1 2625  2625  One  figure  in  the  Director’s  Report 

2 2J5 2650 50  says  3625 — a typographical  error. 

1868  1 4875  4900 

2 4875  25 


1869  1 2525  2525 

2 2525  25 


1870  1 3535  3535 

2 3535  35 
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Proof  Coins  Struck  by  the  U.  S.  Mint 


C al.  Yr. 

Fiscal 

Proofs 

Year 

Period 

Amount 

Report 

Yr.  Rpt. 

K eport 

Remarks 

1871 

1 

1330 

1330 

Director’s  Reports  1871-89  gave  this 

2 

1330 

30 

fiscal  year  figure,  in  error,  as  $4020  = 

1340. 

1872 

1 

2030 

2030 

2 

2030 

30 

Presumably  restruck  later  in  quantity — 

1873 

1 

25 

25 

Coiner  had  custody  of  dies,  matrices, 

2 

— 

25 

25 

hubs,  and  coin  presses  where  dies  were 

made. 

1874 

1 

2/14 

20  P 

3/21 

21800 

4/25 

20000 

41820 

2 

— 

41820 

20 

1875 

1 

2/13 

20  P 

20 

2 

20 

20 

Undoubtedly  restruck  same  as  1873's. 

P.  means  specified  as  proofs — all  these 

1876 

1 

2/19 

20  P 

were  with  sets,  1874-80. 

6/13 

25  P 

45 

2 

— 

— 

45 

45 

One  source  omits  the  June  delivery! 

1877 

1 

2/1307 

1168 

4/28 

300 

2/24 

10  P 

The  same  source  omits  all  but  the  single 

5/31  '6 / 2 10  P 

1488 

Feb.  13-17  delivery  for  1877. 

2 

— 

— 

1488 

20 

1878 

1 

2/9 

20  P 

5/29 

9000 

6/3 

13100 

5 

14000 

17 

9830 

45950 

2 

11/7 

36374 

82324 

20 

1879 

1 

1/25 

20  P 

36394 

Asterisks  denote  errors  in  Director's 

2 

11/22 

10  P 

figures  for  annual  coinage  or  proofs  or 

12/20 

3000 

3030 

30 

both,  1881-88.  The  1881-4-5  errors 

1880 

1 

2/14 

20  P 

3030 

simply  carelessness;  but  in  other  years 

2 

Sept. 

16  P 

the  discrepancies  between  Dir.’s  Report 

12/4 

1000 

1036 

36 

figures  and  the  semi-private,  semiofficial 

accounts  between  the  Coiner  and  Supt. 

1881 

1 

2/19 

3/26 

40  P 
10  P 

at  Philadelphia  become  of  unbelievable 

6/4 

500 

1566 

size:  1888,  face  value  $800.  Worthy 

2 

(4th  Qr 

4 proofs.  ) 

of  remark — all  errors  show  understate- 

550* 

40* 

ment  of  quantities  actually  struck.  This 

CORRECTED: 

554 

54 

same  charge  was  often  brought  against 

Mint  officers  1865-87  concerning  num- 

1882 

1 

2/4 

25  P 

— 

25 

bers  struck  of  patterns,  especially  the 

( 1st  Qr. 

1/  more  prts.J 

GOD  OUR  TRUST  ones. 

( 2nd  Qr 

8 proofs.  ) 

2 

8/12 

15  P 

(3rd  Qr 

2 more  prfs.) 

12/23 

1500 

1 540* 

40* 

(4th  Qr 

9 proofs.  ) 

CORRECTED: 

1576 

76* 
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Proof  Coins  Struck  by 

the  U.  S.  Mint 

Cal.  Yr.  Fiscal 

Proofs 

\ «‘;ir 

IVriod 

\ mount 

Report  Yr.  Kpt. 

Report 

Remarks 

1883 

1 2/10 

40  P 

1555 

(1st  Qr. 

13  more  prfs.) 

( 2nd  Qr 

1 1 proofs.  ) 

2 (3rd  Qr.  7 proofs.  ) 

(4th  Qr 

18  proofs.  ) 

12/15 

900 

940* 

40* 

CORRECTED: 

989 

89 

1884 

1 1/19 

30  P 

2/29 

42  P 

6/28 

13  P 

985 

2 12/13 

1000 

Dec. 

21  P 

1106 

76* 

CORRECTED: 

106 

1885 

1 1/17 

30  P 

1/31 

8 P 

March 

800 

March 

16  P 

Quarterly  reports  of  proofs  for  1st 

June 

15  P 

1890 

Qr.  in  error,  say  only  34 — should  be  54. 

2 Sept. 

4 P 

Oct. 

1 P 

Dec. 

36  P 

910 

Dir.  Rpt.: 

109* 

Quarterly: 

90* 

CORRECTED: 

1 10 

1886 

1 Feb. 

25  P 

March 

22  P 

May 

13  P 

101 

2 Sept. 

28  P 

Dec. 

54  P 

Dec. 

1000 

1142 

142 

1887 

1 March 

55  P 

June  and  Sept,  figures  in  the  monthly 

June 

42  P 

1167 

reports  are  respectively  30  and  15 — 

Sept. 

3 P 

but  these  are  DELIVERIES,  not  affect' 

Dec. 

60  P 

ing  the  quantities  actually  coined. 

Dec. 

6000 

6160 

160 

1888 

1 Feb. 

1 P 

One  full  proof  set  2/29/88  exchanged 

March 

55  P 

for  “cabinet  coins.” 

Apr. 

5000 

200  three'dollar  pieces  and  200  gold 

Apr. 

200  P 

dollars,  proofs,  delivered  from  the 

May 

33  P 

April  coinage  7/19/88  to  the  Medal 

June 

2 P 

5291  11366 

Clerk,  apparently  for  exchanges.  This 

? 

Dir.  Rpt. 

85* 

amount  was  mysteriously  omitted  from 

Quarterly 

285* 

the  Director’s  proof  figures,  but  was 

CORRECTED 

291 

apparently  carried  as  uncirculated  or 

reg.  business  strikes. 

1889 

1 June 

55  P 

55 

2 Sept. 

7 P 

Oct. 

51  P 

Dec. 

16  P 

Dec. 

2300 

2429 

129 

Last  coinage. 
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Coinage  of  Trade  Dollars  1873'  1883 


ACCOUNT  OF  COINAGE  OF  TRADE  DOLLARS  BY  MONTHS  1873-1883 


Year 

1873 


1874 


1877 


1876 


(From  1887 

Dir.  Report) 

Phila. 

Phila. 

Mont  li 

S.F. 

c.c. 

Inc. 

Proofs 

July 

92000 

16500 

99000 

200 

Aug. 

1 1 1000 

6000 

94000 

100 

Sept. 

137000 

8000 

103500 

100 

Oct. 

98000 

37000 

100 

Nov. 

115000 

1 3 500 

16400 

Dec. 

200000 

43500 

84000 

100 

Total 

703000 

124500 

396900 

600 

Jan. 

9600 

19000 

100 

Feb. 

270000 

38100 

134800 

200 

Mar. 

250000 

52500 

199900 

100 

Apr. 

273000 

48500 

105000 

100 

May 

366000 

65500 

97800 

June 

259000 

71000 

103600 

100 

July 

1 58000 

76500 

100000 

Aug. 

191000 

145500 

96000 

Sept. 

271000 

209000 

131000 

50 

Oct. 

229000 

201000 

Nov. 

95000 

216000 

Dec. 

187000 

240000 

50 

Total 

2549000 

1373200 

987100 

700 

Jan. 

695000 

225000 

300 

Feb. 

109000 

87000 

Mar. 

30000 

200 

Apr. 

652000 

75000 

200 

May 

535000 

278000 

149000 

June 

227000 

88700 

July 

50 

Aug. 

311000 

3 5000 

69000 

50 

Sept. 

281000 

234000 

100 

Oct. 

614000 

256000 

Nov. 

517000 

234000 

Dec. 

516000 

61000 

Total 

4487000 

1 573700 

218200 

700 

Jan. 

342000 

216000 

81000 

200 

Feb. 

410000 

80000 

64000 

50 

Mar. 

706000 

85000 

200 

Apr. 

385000 

128000 

100 

May 

318000 

100 

J une 

123000 

65000 

200 

July 

127000 

86000 

Aug. 

473000 

84000 

200 

Sept. 

450000 

75000 

Oct. 

465000 

Nov. 

545000 

100 

Dec. 

883000 

Total 

5227000 

509000 

455000 

1150 

Trade  Dollar  demonetized  by  Joint  Resolution  of  Congress  7/22/76 
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Coinage  of  Trade  Dollars  1 87 3 T 88 3 


Year  Mont  Ii 

1877  Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


Total 

1878  Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

Total 


S.F. 

c.c. 

1082000 

863000 

837000 

876000 

1129000 

312000 

762000 

1 329000 
1275000 
481000 

221000 

1 88000 
122000 

573000 

3000 

9519000 

534000 

1335000 

1484000 

1308000 

3 5000 

56000 

41000 

4162000 

97000 

riiiia. 

riiiia. 

Inc, 

Proofs 

200 

400 

59000 

181000 

291000 

123000 

536000 

440000 

402000 

594000 

400000 

50 

1 3000 

60 

3039200 

510 

300 

200 

200 

200 

900 


Bland  $1  silver  coinage  act  passed  2/28/78  over  a veto.  Silver  dollar  coinage  began  immediately, 
using  most  of  the  labor,  diemaking  and  presses  formerly  used  for  Trade  dollars;  hence  nomproof 
coinage  dwindled.  No  more  Trades  at  any  mint  for  domestic  or  Foreign  circulation  after  May 
1878.  Proof  Trade  coinage  resumed  at  Philadelphia,  January  1879. 


PROOF  COINAGE  1879'83: 


187!) 

1 880 

1881 

1 882 

1888 

Jan. 

122 

30 

Feb. 

96 

488 

300 

393 

247 

Mar. 

75 

777 

175 

277 

298 

Apr. 

119 

201 

85 

49 

110 

May 

90 

58 

40 

70 

30 

lune 

140 

50 

70 

23 

12 

July 

40 

20 

30 

10 

Aug. 

45 

25 

10 

10 

39 

Sept. 

89 

30 

25 

20 

25 

Oct. 

64 

27 

51 

20 

60 

Nov. 

80 

40 

38 

40 

8 

Dec. 

581 

271 

166 

165 

110 

T otals 

1 541 

1987 

960 

1097 

979 

There  is  not  the  slightest  lvnt  in  the  1887  (or  any  other)  Director's  Report  that  any  Trades 
were  coined  in  1884  or  1885.  There  is  no  account  of  any  such  in  the  Coiner’s  tables  and  re' 
ports  for  those  years,  or  any  others.  There  is  no  accounting  for  the  bullion  that  must  have  been 
used  lor  them.  There  is  no  record  of  any  dies  being  made  lor  Trades  in  those  years.  I conclude 
that  the  issue  (which  was  not  known  before  1908,  in  spite  of  rumors)  must  have  been  a result 
of  private  enterprise  at  the  Mint,  in  the  Coiner's  Department  which  had  charge  of  the  hubs  and 
presses  on  which  working  dies  were  regularly  made. 
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The  Coin  Collector  Series 

The  following  are  all  6x9  heavy  paper  covers 

1 UNITED  STATES  COMMEMORATIVE  COINS.  By  Stuart  Mosher.  Fully  illustrated, 

and  gives  the  historical  background  of  each  issue.  Second  edition.  Price  1.00 

3 THE  SILVER  ECUS  OF  FRANCE.  With  an  introduction  by  Shepard  Pond.  Covering 

the  period  from  Louis  XIII  to  the  Third  Republic  (1642-1936).  Each  type  illus- 
trated, and  values  given.  Price  50 

4 EARLY  MEDALS  OF  WASHINGTON.  Illustrates  and  lists  all  the  known  medals  up  to 

the  period  of  the  first  centennial  of  birth.  Price  50 

6 THE  SILVER  CROWNS  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND.  With  handsome 

plates  showing  all  the  types  of  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland.  Price  50 

7 STANDARD  PTOLEMAIC  SILVER.  By  Edward  T.  Newell.  With  seven  full  page 

plates  illustrating  all  the  different  types  of  tetradrachms  struck  by  the  Ptolemies  of 
Egypt.  Price  50 

8 UNITED  STATES  CENTS  1804-1814.  By  George  H.  Clapp.  Many  illustrations.  Price  .50 

10  THE  COINS  OF  THE  WEST  INDIES.  Silver  and  Copper.  Including  the  cut  and 

counterstamped  pieces  of  all  British,  Dutch,  Danish,  French,  Spanish  and  independent 
islands.  Profusely  illustrated.  Price  50 

11  GUIDE  TO  ANCIENT  COINS.  Includes  types  of  Greek  Coins,  Roman  Coins — Aes 

Grave,  Roman  Republic,  Roman  Imperial  Mints  and  coin  types,  Roman  coin  portraits. 
Late  Roman  Emperors  and  their  gold  coins.  Imperial  Byzantine  Gold  coins.  With 
over  250  illustrations.  Price  50 

12  THE  COINS  AND  TOKENS  OF  CANADA.  Third  Edition.  An  illustrated  list  of  all  the 

types  of  Canadian  coins  and  tokens  from  1670  to  date,  including  the  official  mint 
reports  from  1858  to  1950.  With  a complete  specialization  of  the  Decimal  Coinage. 
Price  1.00 


The  Coin  Collector’s  Journal  Series 

The  following  are  all  6x9  heavy  paper  covers 

141  STRUCK  COPIES  OF  EARLY  AMERICAN  COINS.  By  Richard  D.  Kenney.  Illustrating 

and  describing  the  copies  executed  by  Wyatt,  Robinson,  Bolen  and  others,  with 
comparative  illustrations.  A wonderful  guide  for  the  collector  of  this  series.  Price  1.00 

142  THE  COINS  OF  GEORGE  THE  SIXTH.  A complete  specialized  list  of  all  the  coins 

struck  by  the  British  Commonwealth  of  Nations  during  the  reign  of  George  VI. 
Superbly  illustrated.  Price  1.50 

143  THE  COINS  OF  PORTUGAL  AND  COLONIES  1901-1951.  A specialized  list  with  com- 

plete mint  reports  fully  illustrated.  Price  1.00 

144  THE  1776  CONTINENTAL  CURRENCY  COINAGE;  VARIETIES  OF  THE  1787 

FUGIO  CENT,  with  six  full  page  plates.  By  Eric  P.  Newman.  Price  1.00 

145  THE  MODERN  COINAGE  OF  KUTCH.  By  William  L.  Clark.  Fully  illustrated  with  7 

full  page  plates.  Price  1.00 

146  COINS  OF  THE  WORLD  TWENTIETH  CENTURY.  Supplement  to  the  Fourth 

Edition.  Additions  and  Corrections  1901-1950.  New  Issues  since  1951.  Fully  illus- 
trated. Price  1.00 

147  NATIONAL  AND  FEDERAL  RESERVE  CURRENCY  1928-1950.  By  Robert  H. 

Lloyd.  Historical  and  Numismatic  Comment  together  with  Tables  listing  Series 
and  Plate  Varieties.  Price  1.00 

148  PROOF  COINS  STRUCK  BY  THE  UNITED  STATES  MINT,  1817-1921.  By  Walter 

H.  Breen.  Authoritative  information  on  rarity  and  die  varieties  of  early  proofs; 
historical  and  descriptive  notes  on  proofs  and  restrikes.  Price  2.00 


